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SPRING MIGRATION 1995 

LOONS & GREBES 

Mid-April produced our only sightings of RED-THROATED LOONS. Richard Stem 
counted at least 20 in the Minas Basin, off Grand p(e' and Kingsport on April 17, a few 
of which were in breeding plumage. A couple of days later 2 were across the "bay" at 
Economy (FLS). The only report outside the Fundy waters was 1 off Lawrencetown on 
April 11 (SJF,BAH). 

Common Loons continued to be thinly spread in coastal waters with most obs. 
-mentioning only 1 to 4 birds; however, 10 were at Martinique Beach, April 8 (BLM,ROF). 
In light of the milder than usual weather perhaps they'd already started the Journey to 
the breeding grounds. Our first fresh water arrival was certainly earlier than usual-
Mar. 22 on Walshtown Lake (Shel.) (DOE). 

A bit later than usual, the first PIED-BILLED GREBE reported was at Apple River, 
April 20 (KFS). Shortly thereafter singletons turned up at Shubenacadie (RCM,ROW) and 
Sable Island (ZOL). As usual, most Pied Billeds were in the Amherst Marshes--40 April 
30 at APBS (BLM,IAM). By May 3, 3 were at the dyke in Apple River (KFS) and KJM 
found 2 along the Ferry Road to Caribou on May 7. 

Thirty-three HORNED GREBES--all in bright alternate plumage! This was the sight 
that greeted SJF at Cherry Hill, April 8. Also on the 8th, 12 were at Martinique Beach 
(BLM,ROF). Five other reports, mainly from the South Shore, tallied 1-4 birds each; the 
final one was April 16 at Green Bay (JSC). 

On March 7 RSD counted 32 RED-NECKED GREBES at Pubnico Point. Other 
locations had much smaller numbers ( 1-5). Exceptions were 9 at Purcell's Cove on Mar. 
25 (CAC, KLT), and, at Digby on Apr. 27, 18--"in various stages of plumage--most had 
red necks" (BJA). A breeding plumaged bird lingered at Sunnybrook (Lun. Co.) until May 
13 (JBM). 

BDS, ed. 

FULMARS TO CORMORANTS 

Tubenoses were well reported from those observers able to get to their foraging 
areas, Georges Bank, the Bay of Fundy and off Sable Island. "Several" NORTHERN 
FULMARS were seen off Sable Island from May 14-31 (ZOL). Out on Georges Bank on 
May 18 Raymond d' Entremont saw "hundreds" and he says they were the most numerous 
birds on the Bank in mid-May. South of Brier Island 50 were reported on May 30 a few 
in dark phase (CRH,CLL). The only reported GREATER SHEARWATER was ~ne on 
Ge?rges on May 15 (RSD), which the observer notes is about the average date for first 
arn"'.als. The first SOOTY SHEARWATER was also on Georges on April 19 and this 
species continued to be "scarce" into May (RSD). According to RSD these birds peak in 
June and then I understand move into the eastern Atlantic. There were 4 Sooties off 
Sable Island on May 23 (ZOL) and at least a dozen south of Brier Island on May 30 
(CRH,CLL). Zoe Lucas reports the only MANX SHEARWATER from Sable on May 6 
And, finally, 1 WILSON'S STORM-PETREL was reported on Georges on April 25 and i 
\XJ\\i\\''& \)~ ~~\\\ ?.9 \R';:iD\. · 

There were no reports of NORTHERN GANNETS in March. The earlie~t c?mes fr_om 
Brier Island: 30 on April 5 (BJA), 30 on April 15 (BLM, TUFTS), with mcreasmg 
numbers in May when "at any given time of day hundreds could be seen off Northern 
Point Lighthouse" (CRH,CLL). The migration was well documented along the Cape Breton 
coast. On April 15 between Neil's Harbour and Ingonish an estimated 800 adult b!rds 
per hour were seen flying in a northerly direction. Angus MacLean notes these b~rds 
were flying close to shore seemingly trying to avoid flying directly over the pack we. 
On April 26, 500 were co~nted off Louisbourg (DBM,JOM); on April 30 there were 300 
birds moving off Tignish (BLM,IAM). 
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The only reports of wintering GREAT CORMORANTS come from Brier Island, 20 
were noted on April 5 (BJA) and a 'few" lingered there until mid-April (CRH,CLL). 
Another in Indian Harbour on March 5 (BLM) may have also overwintered, as well as the 
one reported at the Pictou Causeway on April 1 (KJM). All other reports were of birds 
wearing their white breeding patches: 1 near Ingonish on April 15 (AAM); 2 at Port 
Mouton Harbour on April 16 (ROC); 1 at Green Bay on April 17 (JSC). 

The earliest report of a DOUBLE-CRESTED CORMORANT was of one at Pictou 
Harbour on Maren 25 (JQM,CGB'\. On Marc\\ ~(\ Eric CClClKe saw a sin~le flock of 150 
cormorants flyin~ easterly along the coast at Crescent Beach, too far offshore to identify 
them as t? species. Otherwise most reports were in April: 25 at Economy on April I 
(FL?); l m the H_abit~nt River at Canning on April 2 (JWW); 2 in Sydney Harbour on 
Apnl 9 (JAC); 60 m P1ctou Harbour by April 8 building to an impressive 1500 by May 3 
(KJM,CGB). The Tays continue to feel there have been declines in numbers all along the 
Eastern Shore, where once they saw hundreds they now see only small groups of 10 or 
so. 

SJF, ed. 

HERONS AND RELATIVES 

Our first AM. BITTERN was spotted at Apple River, Apr. 23 (MSM), and 7 others 
were found more widely from May 4 to month's end. The earliest migrant GREAT BLUE 
HERON was off course Mar. 21 on Sable Island (ZOL), but another was better placed 
next day at Blanche, Shel. ·co. (DOE). Thirteen more were noted from Hfx. Co. west, 
between Mar. 25 and month's end, after which they swarmed in, reaching the Sydney 
area Apr. 8 (JAC). . Cape Breton Island's first LITTLE EGRET was discovered at a 
barrachois near Louisbourg on May 13 (Helen O'Shea). First thought to be a Snowy 
Egret, it was. Jater correctly diagnosed (DBM) as a Little Egret from its blue-gray lores, 
lack of yellow up the back of the leg, and two long head plumes. It remained for 
others to see through month's end. J'his is the 4th in N. S. assuming the repeated 
sightings on Bon Portage Is. to have been of the same individual. An early SNOWY 
EGRET was Little Hbr., Shel. Co., Apr. 15 (DHY), another at Barrington May 5-7 (JON 
et al.), and a third on Brier Is., May 10 (CRH,CLL). An ad. TRICOLOURED HERON 
appeared briefly at Petite Riviere, Apr. 26 (SJF). The spring's first BLACK-CROWNED 
NIGHT-HERON was on schedule on Cape Sable Is., Apr. 22, where a maximum of 3 ad. 
were present May 2 (MUN,JON,SAN). None were reported from other places. A rare 
WHITE IBIS, an imm. bird, was found by a U.S. visitor on Brier Is., Apr. 18 (Nicholson), 
and at Freeport, Long Is., through Apr. 21 (sev. ob.). Although not documented, there 
were verbal descriptions of this unmistakeable bird. A GLOSSY IBIS, less frequent in 
recent years, appeared briefly at Centreville, Cape Sable Is., May 7 ( Mun et al.). 

IAM, ed. 

SWANS, GEESE & DUCKS 

The word "Swans" Is always a welcome addition to the usual heading of this 
section. On Apr. 11, new NSBS members, Mr. Shirley Woods and his wife, had the good 
fortune to discover a swan at the edge of a small roadside pond near Mahone Bay. 
Their verbal description to our editor included the "yellow spot in front of the eye" and 
appears to indicate TUNDRA SWAN. However, without a full written description of the 
bird, we'll record it as a "probable" for now. 

Another rarity, this time a lone SNOW GOOSE, was at Portopique (Col. Co.) from 
Mar. 26 to Apr. l (MSM). 

By the first week of April up to 3000 BRANT had congregated in the waters around 
Cape Sable Island (ROC,MUN), while over on Brier Island, Claire Leng and Carl Haycock 
found them common in April and May; one of their high counts--200 on Apr. 15-- seems a 
bit low for Brier. The only other areas with Brant were : (1) Blanche--40+ on apr. 14 
(DOE,SYB), and a similar number still present a month later (BLM,ELM);_ and (2) Mi~as 
Basin at Wolfville where Jim Wolford was reasonably sure that the 22 birds he _studied 

with his scope on May 11 were indeed Brant, although bad heat waves resulted m poor 



3 

viewing conditions. There were no reports from Cumb. Co., where there ctre always some 
spring stop-overs. 

First reports of migrating CANADA GEESE came early in March. KFS heard a 
flock flying over Apple River on the 8th, while the next day 200 passed over Waverley 
(BJA). No one mentioned the traditional assemblies in Halifax, Shelburne or Cape Breton 
areas, but 2500 were newly arrived in the Habitant/Canard River valleys on Mar. 21 
(MAG). RCM counted 500 on Mar. 31 as they came out of a last-year's cornfield near 
her home in Shubenacadie On a drive from Goff's to Elderbank on May 20, RBD came 
upon an adult with 3 goslings--the only ones reported, although I did hear of family 
groups in two areas along the Peggy's Cove loop (Hwy 333) where there have been a few 
local breeders for many years. 

Thirty-two WOOD DUCKS, mostly drakes, were scattered throughout the province 
all the way from Lr. W. Pubnico to Glace Bay. For several weeks Nell_ie Snyder's pond 
at Italy Cross hosted "woodies"--one female and up to 4 drakes at one time. The only 
other female reported also had lots of company; on May 10 she and one male flew low 
over the Roseway River with 5 more males in hot pursuit (DOE). Another good count 
was 6 drakes at Grand Lake near Sydney on May 18 (DBM). 

No one mentioned successfully overwintering GREEN-WINGED TEAL. Chances are 
that 2 drakes and a hen at MacLellan Marsh (Pie. Co.) on Mar. 21 were timely spring 
arrivals (KJM); the same applies to 3 at West Lawrencetown Marsh, Mar. 26 (CAC,KLT). 
Eight other locations reported Green-wings but only two noted more than 8 birds: 60 on 
Apr. 30 Linden-Amherst region (BLM,IAM) and 30+ at Canard Pond throughout April 
(RBS). 

It was great to see so many reports of our ever-common, and too often overlooked, 
AMERICAN BLACK DUCKS. A few large flocks persisted into April: on the Sth--100 at 
Sullivan's Pond and 300 at Chezzetcook Inlet (BLM,ROF); on the l?th--200+ off 
Kingsport on the Minas Basin (RBS). But most birds were taking advantage of favourable 
conditions and getting down to the business of raising a family. The first family, an 
adult with 10 tiny young, appeared in a small pond in the Green Bay area on Apr. 26 
(JLC,JSC--"all 10 doing well as of May 17"). This date is several weeks ahead of our 
"firsts" for the past several years. This trend continued through May with numerous 
reports of family groups (including three broods on Sable Is.), nearly all with 10-12 
ducklings. Definitely a good spring for Black Ducks. 

A lone female MALLARD had arrived on Sable Is. on Mar. 25 and by the end of 
May had 3 drakes to keep her company (ZOL,IAM). Ian also found the nest of a Black 
x Mallard female with 11 eggs. Fifty Mallards were still at Sullivan's Pond Apr. 8 
(BLM,ROF) and ROC found them in "lots. of places" on Cape Sable Island. By mid-May, 
females with ducklings were reported on Seal Island, at Glace Bay and Coxheath. 

. Th_e Sa~le Island population of NORTHERN PINTAILS continues to do well. The 
flfst · pair arnved by Mar. 20 (ZOL) and when IAM was there in late May he found 11 
adult~ (6m, Sf). He also found a nest with 10 eggs, a brood of 12 and ~nother of 11 
ducklmg~. On the mainland between mid March and mid April, Pintails were present but 
mos~ly m small numbers (1-4) at various locations: Lr. W. Pubnico, Matthew's Lake, 
Loms Head, Advocate, Apple River and Economy. At least 7 were at Canard Pond, Apr. 
10 (JWW). The only May reports \aside irom Sab\e ls.) were a \one drn\<.e a\. Dan~e,'s 

Head, May 19 (ROC) and a pair at Bras d'Or on the same date (JAC). 

BLUE-WINGED TEAL weren't easily found. We received eight reports of a mere 23 
birds, mostly pairs. The first sighting was a pair at Pubnico Head (RSD) on Apr. !6 
(late!). By month's end pairs had arrived at Apple River, Starr's Point and Annap?l!s; 
it was mid-May when JAC found a pair at Bras d'Or, and FLS found them at Bass River 
and Halfway River. A trip to APBS on Apr. 30 produced 6 Blue-wings (BLM,IAM). 

Three male NORTHERN SHOVELERS on Apr. 1 at the Port Williams sewage ponds 
were present off and on for up to two weeks. (many obs.) Four Shovelers were at 
APBS, Apr. 30 (BLM,IAM) and on May 5 the Cohrs found 6 (3m,3f) in an impoundment 
near Fort Lawrence Rd. (Amherst). The only other shoveler was a drake at Abercrombie 
(KJM)--date? The GADWALL summary is short, as usual. A female still in the Public 
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Gardens, Hfx., Apr. 11 (JAM). A pair were on Sable Island from Apr. 9-11 (ZOL)-
hopefully they'll stay put. The final report was 8 at APBS on Apr. 30 (BLM,IAM). 

The Sullivan's Pond EURASIAN WIGEON (see Apr. '95 issue) is almost certainly the 
same one that turned up at W. Lawrencetown Marsh, Mar. 26 ( CAC,KL T) and was still 
there Mar. 8. A second individual, also a drake, showed up Apr. 4 on Sable Island 
(ZOL). Six AMERICAN WIGEON remained at Sullivan's Pond until at least Mar. 1 
(BLM) but no others were reported until Apr. 5: a pair on Digby Neck (BJA); and, 2 m 
and 1 f at Lockeport (DEF,DJC). By Apr. IO, two drakes were at Port Williams and 2 
were with a female at Harris' Pond, Canning, on the 18th (.\WW). /\t /\PBS only 4 were 
found on Apr. 30 (BLM,IAM) and only a single pair May 19 (HBD,RBD)--low for that 
area. 

Earlier in the winter, Jan. 6 to be precise, Dean Fiske was birding along the shore 
between Johnson's Pond and Jones' Hbr. (SHEL Co.); he was watching a female 
Goldeneye when a beautiful drake CANVASBACK came into his field of view. He had 
excellent viewing conditions and sent a full description, adding that it is the first 
sighting he's had since 23 years ago when one was at Sable River. We don't get to see 
many Canvasbacks in N.S., so this sighting is most welcome--belated or not. 

A few RING-NECKED DUCKS overwintered so it is hard to say whether or not the 
6 drakes on Rocky Lake near Waverley on the early date of Mar. 6 had ever even left 
the province. Swimming with these, in the same area where one showed up two years 
ago, was a male TUFTED DUCK in full breeding plumage (BJA). Another drake was with 
a small group of scaup, seen from the Middle River dyke (Pie. Co.) on May 17 (CGB). 
Two female Tufteds at Sullivan's Pond, Apr. 8 (BLM,ROF) are in all likelihood two of 
the birds that were in Bedford Basin earlier. Now back to the Ring-necks ... 3 at New 
Minas on a more usual date of Mar. 25 most likely were spring arrivals. Ring-necks 
moved in swiftly after this date and by mid-April had spread across the province, 
although only a few obs. reported more than 10 birds: 22 from Petpeswick to 
Chezzetcook, Apr. 8 (BLM,ROF); 40 Apr. 30 at APBS (BLM,IAM); and 6 pairs on the 
Roseway River, May 13 (DOE,CAH). 

A flock of GREATER SCAUP at Matthew's Lake peaked at 122 on Apr. 8 and had 
dispersed, leaving only 30 by Apr. 23 (DEF). On Apr. 9, Eric Mills counted 100 Greaters 
at Lr. S. Cove (Lun. Co.) and found 1 LESSER SCAUP with them. On the same day 
there were 9 Lessers at the Trenton Power Plant (KJM,CGB). There was no mention of 
the Greaters there but usually there would be l00's if not l000's. In mid-Apr, 4 (at 
least) Lesser Scaups were with a few Greaters in the New Minas and Port Williams 
sewage ponds--a pair of Lessers remained at the latter location to at least May 10 
(RBS,JWW,GEF). When the Apr. 15 NSBS Field Trip reached West Lawrencetown Marsh, 
they too found a Lesser in with 8 Greater Scaup (IAM). By May most scaup had 
departed but 10 remained at Pictou until month's end and Raymond d'Entremont noted 
that 2 males in Pubnico Hbr on May 26 are his latest spring record. 

No one mentioned any major spring movements of COMMON EIDERS. On Mar. 16, 
350 were off Kingsburg (ERC). The Hfx. Hbr. approaches are usually one of the best 
areas for monitoring the spring migration but no one ~ommented on .it this y_ear. I made 
only one trip out to the Chebucto Head area m early Apnl and lt was very 
disappointing--maybe 300 birds. A similar number were off Prospect Apr. 10. Round and 
about Brier Is. 200 were tallied on Apr_. 15 (BLM,Tufts). A census of the whole of Seal 
Is. on May 10 produced 494 individuals--248 males, 246 females, mostly paired (IAM). 
The Tays visited Taylor Head Provincial Park on May 28 and found numbers way down-
only about 10 pairs. The only chicks were S with 1 ad. females at Lr. W. Pubnico, May 
27 (RSD). 
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We had a fairly good showing of HARLEQUIN DUCKS. On Apr. 14, 20+ were at 
Port !'Hebert (DOE,SYB). The next day an imm. male was at Sober Is. (CGB). One 
was found off Western Light, Brier Is. on Apr. 15, and a pair showed up in the same 
spot on May 9 (CRH,CLL). Fourteen of the previously reported Harlequins remained at 
Prospect to the second week in May. Finally, the NSBS Victoria Day weekend trip to 
Bon Portage turned up a lone drake. 

The only sizeable flock of OLDSQUAW was c. 100 at Kingsburg, Mar. 16 (ERC). 
Thirty off Eastern Passage Mar. 26 (CAC,KLT) is pretty average for that area. Fifty at 
East Chester on Mar. 31 gradually dispersed, with 10 lingering at the end of April 
(CHF). Further south at Port Mouton Hbr, there were still 30 on Apr. 22. The last 
report, a flock of 18 at Green Bay May 13 had all moulted to breeding plumage (JSC). 

There were a few more reports of scoters than we had last time around. BLACK 
SCOTERS were present in l's and 2's in half a dozen locations. RBS counted at least 
40 off Kingsport Apr. 17 and on Apr. 28, 55 were at Matthew's Lake (DEF). Green Bay 
held 150 on May 13 (JSC)--not exceptional but certainly an improvement over the past 
few springs. Aside from small flocks along the Fundy shore in late March (RBS), most 
SURF SCOTERS arrived in April, and as with Black Scoters, numbers were up somewhat: 
40 at Petpeswick Inlet (BLM,ROF); 38 at East Jordan (50/50, m/f) (DOE); 60 at Baie 
Verte (BLM,IAM); and a whopping 1100 at Green Bay on Apr. 30 (LAC,JLC,JSC)--"roughly 
50/50 m/f, very noisy and active--gone the next day". By mid-May 175 had also chosen 
Green Bay as their stopover (SJF) and c. 35 were at Economy (FLO). The final report 
was 70 at Donkin May 28 (DBM,GEL,JOM). WHITE-WINGED SCOTERS didn't fare quite 
so well with 6 reports and a total of only 64 birds. Nearly half of these, 30, were in 
the Northwest Arm, Hfx., Mar. 31 (BJA). The remaining birds were scattered along the 
South Shore and Fundy waters. 

The only large concentration of COMMON GOLDENEYE was 150 on Mar. 22 at 
Riverport (ERC), but overall reports were widespread and as numerous as usual. Ken 
McKenna had a flock of 5 BARROW'S GOLDENEYE at the East River, off Company Rd-2 
males (1 ad, 1 imm.) and 3 females. Some of these may have been the birds that 
overwintered in that area. A month later he found 2 imm. males at Abercrombie. 

The Cohrs counted 29 BUFFLEHEAD at the mouth of Petite Riviere on Mar. 22 and 
when I was home in Glace Bay for the Easter weekend, Dad and I counted nearly 50 at 
Tower Rd. On the same weekend BLM and the Tufts spotted 15 on Long Island ( Dig. 
Co.). Other reports, too numerous to go through in detail, tallied from 2 to 10 birds 
each. The final sighting was a pair at Parrsboro May 8 (FLS). 

HOODED MERGANSERS began to arrive in mid-March: 6 at Pleasant Lake (JKD); 
3 at Mader's Cove (JBM); -some were paired before the month ended: one pair at 
Drain L~ke Mar. 2? and ~nothe~ at_ Economy Mar. 28 (FLS). By Apr. 9 three other pairs 
had., arn~e~ to claim their terr!tones at J?rain Lake (~JA). Through Apr./ May reports 
of a pair cam~ from Great Pme Lake, Lilydale and L1scome Game Sanctuary. The only 
nest was one with 8 eggs found near Black River Lake (Kings Co.) on May 22 (BLF). In 
Cape Breton, at Point Edward, 12-15 COMMON MERGANSERS on Mar. 9 had tripled in 
nu~ber two weeks la_ter (JAC). Common Mergansers were reported from all corners of 
mamla~d Nova Scot1a but usually in small groups of fewer than 10 individuals. 
~'Jl(.:~'{)\\(:i!\1/, ~~1~ \1 'o_\ C,'a,\\'a.1\l \lC\"l:\\l \\\rn\li\\ \_\\e, fo'i>t \:\a\t a'i A.\)t\\ \RBS) and H a\, "'-';,»\e 
River Apr. 15 (MSM,WHM). Bernard Forsythe's check of 3 nest boxes at Methal's and 
Little River Lakes yielded: # 1- 15 eggs; #2 and #3- 7 eggs each. 

RED-BREASTED MERGANSERS numbered 200 in Pictou Hbr. Mar. 19 (KJM). 
Otherwise, Red-breasted Mergansers were very sparse in our waters with most obs. 
mentioning only 2-3 birds. Better counts were: IO at Three Fathom Harbour Apr. 8 
(BLM,ROF); IO on Apr. 30 at Baie Verte/Tidnish area (BLM,IAM) and at least 10 at East 
Chester through April (CHF). 

BOS, ed. 
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DIURNAL RAPTURES 

A wandering TURKEY VULTURE WAS AT Port Mouton Feb. 27 (ROC). They again 
wintered on Brier Is., where the maximum number reported in spring were 12 circling 
above CRH and CL! May 4. An apparent partial albino adult there Apr. 15 was mottled 
with light feathers on breast and underwing (CAC,KLT). Elsewhere, there were 2 on 
Cape Sable Is. Apr. 2, an impressive 8 birds there Apr. 23 (MUN et al.), and individuals 
Apr. 2 and Apr. 24 at Braeshore, Pie. Co. (CGB), Apr. 26- May 2 at Apple River (MSM), 
Apr. 30 at Myers Grant, Hfx. Co. (birdline), and Apr. 30-May 11 on Seal Is. (IA~ et 
aL). Presumably these birds ate beginning to j)TOS\)eCt nesUni arnunu t\\e 'i)rn'l\'i\"e. 
OSPREYS were perhaps a little tardy this year; the earliest reported were 2 in Lun. 
Co., Apr. 9 (fide NES). There was a flurry of arrivals from Apr. 15. Their subsequent 
buildup was best exemplified by ERC, who found 1, 6, 13, and 16 at artificial nest 
platforms occupied respectively on Apr. 12, 20, 26, and May 13, along Indian Path, Lun. 
Co. BALD EAGLES were widely reported; a run of sightings of small groups Apr. 4-17 
suggested that they might have been moving through at the time. One eagle boldly stole 
a flatfish from an otter on the ice at E. LaHave Mar. 27, obliging the latter to catch 
another fish, after which it fed peacefully near the eagle (J. Hirtle, to NES). Another 
eagle near Apple River Apr. 28 fought over a rabbit carcass with 3 crows and, of 
course, won (MSM). Occupied nests were at Wallbrook, King's Co., Apr. 11, near 
Economy Apr. 21, in the APBS Apr. 30, at a new location (for the old pair) near 
Greenwich, King's Co., May 10, and along roadsides in Cape Breton Co. in late May (sev. 
obs.). The first migrant N. HARRIER (following a gap in reports after Mar. 7), was 
probably an individual near Milford Station Mar. 21 (AEW). On Mar. 23 there were 3 in 
Shel. Co. (DEF) and 2 in Lun. Co. (ERC), and thereafter they became widely noted. 

A small scattering of reports of SHARP-SHINNED HAWKS gives no hint of early 
arrivals, although one on Brier Is., Apr. 15 (CRH) was presumably migrant. A pair was 
nesting at Pubnico Pt. May 25 (RSD). We received 8 reports of N. GOSHAWKS, one 
eating a Ruffed Grouse at roadside near Apple River, Apr. 28 (MSM). They were at 
their usual nest in Kentville May 27 (RBS), and at a nest at Lome, Pie., Apr. 14 (CGB). 
The first BROAD-WINGED HAWK, at Laurie Park, Hfx. Co., Apr. 22 (JSC), was followed 
by reports of 6 more between Apr. 25-30 (the last unusual near Sydney; JOM). They 
were widely established in May, but one on Brier Is May 21 (CRH) was presumably still 
on the move. Sightings of RED-TAILED HAWKS from March through May give no hints 
of first arrivals or major movements, although a migrant was on Brier Is May 7 (CRH:\ A 
pair was observed mating Mar. 26 (KFS). A "very tame individual" took to eating 
pigeons (bless it) in Wolfville in early May (fide JWW). The dwindling of ROUGH
LEGGED HAWKS through winter produced a paucity of spring reports: one at Port 
Mouton Mar. 28 (ROC) and another still in King's Co. Apr. 13 (JWW). 

AM. KESTRELS bounced back after a depressing winter. One at E. Lawrencetown 
Mar 19 (CAC,KLT) had probably wintered, as did another seen up to Apr. 11 on Sable Is. 
(ZOL). One on Brier Is. Apr. 5 (BJA) was presumably an early migrant. This was 
followed by 2 on Apr. 11 (AEW) in Hfx. Co., 4 scattered birds Apr. 19, and many more 
thereafter. MERLINS at Green Bay, Apr. 2 (JSC) and near Sydney Apr. 10 (fide JAC) 
were presumably migrants. Which was certainly true of a later bird on Sablels. May 
19-21. Nests were noted in Canning (MAG), Wolfville (JWW), along the N.W. Arm in 
Halifax (Ann Morrison), and possibly near Lockeport (DJC). Seven other reports for May 
included an astonishing account of a Merlin in Wolfville catching a Chimney Swift from a 
circling flock of 20 at 8:20 p.m., May 16 (fide JWW). Another Merlin harassed swifts at 
the New Glasgow chimney roost May 26 (KJMJ. The ad. PEREGRINE FALCON on Sable 
Is. Apr. 10 and 29 (ZOL) might have been the one seen through winter. An imm. fe. 
tundrius turned up there May 7 (ZOL) and another (?) ~ay 22-24 (ZOL,IAM). Other 
Peregrines were at Grand Pr€ Apr. 14 IRBS) and Cherry Hill May 14 (AAM,SMM). 
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GALLINACEOUS BIRDS 

The only report of GRAY PARTRIDGE comes from Economy, where there were 2 on 
Apr. 13 (FLS). Among reports of RING-NECKED PHEASANTS from Pubnico to Sydney, 
were comments on changing status. In the Petite Riviere area they have made a strong 
comeback from being "almost wiped out" prior to 1994 (JSC); they are "becoming more 
firmly established in Bass River-Economy" (FLS); and there are "now many pheasants in 
area around Chester" (CHF). A melanistic male was at W. Dublin through April (NES) 
and an albinistic fe. near Kingston, King's Co., last fall (fide JWW). Three reports of 6 
SPRUCE GROUSE were about as usual, while 16 reports of some 55 RUFFED GROUSE 
were a strong indication of a peak in their cycle. Four or five turkeys near Kingston 
last fall did not qualify (these never will, I think, in Nova Scotia) as WILD TURKEYS, 
as they had escaped from a local captive flock. 

RALLIDS 

A SORA, captured at Lr. W. Pubnico Mar. 3, was in very poor condition and died 
next day (RSD). Another was found freshly dead on Sable Is. (Apr. 3 (ZOL). The first 
was noted at APBS, more sensibly, Apr. 30 (BLM,IAM.) Another was at Bass River May 
13 (FLS). The spring's only COMMON MOORHEN was on Seal Is. May 10-12 (IAM). An 
AMERICAN COOT near Canning on Apr. 29 (JWW) and 2 next day at APBS (NSBS field 
trip) were the only ones reported. 

IAM, ed. 

SPRING SHOREBIRDS 

BLACK-BELLIED PLOVERS occurred in goodly numbers: 12 at Matthew's Lake, May 
11 (DHY), 36 on Cape Sable, May 13 (BLM) and 10 at Daniel's Head, May 19-22 (ROC 
accounted for most of them). A GREATER GOLDEN PLOVER at Cherry Hill was well 
described, heard and photographed at Cherry Hill by SJF, tor many years your Society's 
eyes and ears in that locality. The white under-tail coverts, grayish-white auxillaries 
~n~ .. the broa? lateral white band were all noted, and the call described as a melancholy 
tm . A pair of SEMI-PALMATED PLOVERS was courting on Sable Island May 20-29 

(IAM); mainland sightings were of one at Economy May 20 (FLS), some on Brier May 21 
(CRH & CLL) an~ 3 at Cherry Hill, May 25 (SJF). PIPING PLOVER reports come mostly 
from the SW: fJrst were paJrs at Cape Sable, Apr. 6 (MUN) and at Daniel's Head next 
d,ay (JON,SAN), where there were 3 pairs a week later (MUN) and one pair at Pt. 
I Hebe~t (DOY & SYB). Elsewhere 4 adults were at Cherry Hill Apr. 15 (SJF), and a 
~est with four eggs was found at Powell's Pt. Pie. Co., May 15 (KJM & CJB). While it 
1s probable that many areas with suitable habitat went unvisited the absence of news 
from the Halifax area is discouraging. KILLDEER were well reported (20 reports 50+ 
individuals), the first at Advocate Hbr., March 10 (JRM); 2 nests with 4 eggs in King's 
C~. were abandoned after a foot of snow fell May 7 (BLF). Elsewhere a nest was found 
with 4 eggs Apr. 20 at Pubnico (JKD) and chicks were seen on Cape sable May 19 
(ROC). 

For the second spring in a row an AMERICAN OYSTERCATCHER reached Nova 
~\,\')\\i_ \\\\~ ~~'o,'\ 1 ¼o.':] ~ o.\. 1\\~ \\a~¥-, Co.\J<c '2.a'l:l\lc'. (lGN et a\.). 

GREATER YELLOWLEGS were also well reported (15 reports, 60+ individuals). An 
early bird was at Matthew's Lake in a heavy snow squall April 6; ~O were there Apr. 28 
(DEF) and 12 at Apple River May 5 (MSM). A nest was found m ~n ar~a of natural 
barrens near MacKinnon Lake, Pie. Co., where young had been raised m the three 
previous years (CGB). The only LESSER YELLOWLEGS reports come from C.B., 1 on 
May 31 (MM), the other with a March date that may be a slip of the pen for May, but 
if not will be referred to at a later date. WILLETS arrived at Matthew's Lake, Apr. 23 
(DEF), about that time at Wolfville (fide JWW), and Apr. 26 at Jordan Ba)'. (C~H,DOE). 
There were 30+ at Cherry Hill, 25+ at Crescent Beach, May 15 (JSC), by which time they 
were well distributed around the province. About a dozen SPOTTED SANDPIPERS, the 
first 4 at Apple River, May 9, where a nest with one egg was found on the 27th (MSM). 
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An UPLAND SANDPIPER was on Sable Is., May 22-27 (ZOL). Many observers kept 
track of a WHIMBREL on Cape Sable, Apr. 10-16 (JON,SAN,MUN); 5 were there May 7 
(MUN) and l (still?) on the 19th (MUN). The same observers also found a MARBLED 
GODWIT in the same area May 2-5. 

RUDDY TURNSTONES did not, it seems, overwinter: first was 1 on Brier Apr. 5 
(BJA), the largest gathering (of c. 30 all told) was. 13 on Cape Sable, May 13 (BLM). 
Eight RED KNOTS, "most in full breeding plumage", were on Cape Sable Is.,. May 13 
(BLM); the only other was on Seal ls., May 19 (ZOL). At least 80 SANDERLINGS 
wintered on Sable, with c. 70 still there May 28 (ZOL,IAM). There were 50 on Cape 
Sable Is., May 13 (BLM.) SEMIPALMATED SANDPIPERS (no count or comment) are 
reported from Brier on May 21 (CRH,CLL); only about 20 LEAST SANDPIPERS were 
noted from May 13 to month's end, with a suspicion of nesting at Little Hbr. which DHY 
promises to investigate further. Two WHITE-RUMPED SANDPIPERS, unusual spring 
visitors, were in the company of Purple Sandpipers at South Bar, C.B. (DBM,GEL,JOM). 
Also unusual in spring were the PECTORAL SANDPIPERS at Martinique Beach Apr. 15 
(NSBS-IAM) and Sable Is. (1AM). Eighty PURPLE SANDPIPERS were at Sambro, apr. 18 
(FLL), 16 in alternate plumage on Cape Sable Is., May 13 (BLM), and 4 still lingering at 
South Bar, C.B., May 28 (DBM). Thirty migrant DUNLIN were at Matthew's Lake, May 
5 (DHY); the only other was on Cape Sable Is. on the 19th (ROC). 

Two SHORT-BILLED DOWITCHERS were at Big Pond, Brier Is., May 9 (CRH,CLL). 

COMMON SNIPE garnered an encouraging 15 reports (c. 40 Individuals) and 
included a very early arrival Mar. 15 at the Sydney tar ponds of all places, 
understandably "weak, · and not thought likely to survive" (DBM). Also early was one 
winnowing over the North Mtn. late at night on Mar. 22 (GOC). Five reports of 1-2 in 
April preceded a gathering of 12 on Apr. 22 outside Middleton (JWT). The first 
AMERICAN WOODCOCK were seen Mar. 21 at Marshdale, Pie. Co. (CGB) and Mar. 22 
(2) at Apple River (KFS,MSM). An evening trip near Shubenacadie Apr. 10 produced 8 
displaying males (RCM,ROW), a tally probably more indicative of their abundance than 
the chance diurnal sightings one usually gets. 

FLS, ed. 

First-winter Glaucous Gulls can easily be distinguished from 
Iceland by the former's massive, dark-tipped bill. Photo 
by Francis Spalding. 



9 

PHALAROPES TO AUKS 

Although we have no reports of any major offshore movement of phalaropes we do 
have three appearances of RED-NECKED PHALAROPES, perhaps storm-driven from their 
migration route farther out at sea. On May 8 during a strong northwesterly gale 27 in 
"brilliant breeding plumage" were seen just two metres off the beach at Pond Cove, Brier 
Is. (CRH,CLL). On the same day at Round Bay. Shel. Co. 1 was seen in "full spring 
dress" by Cathy Holmes and Donna Ensor. On May 9, Ian McLaren saw 10 along the 
surf line on the West Side, Seal Is., then continued to see singles on the ponds from 
May 10-13. 

Raymond d'Entremont seems to see POMARINE JAEGERS most springs on Georges 
Bank. This year he reports an adult on April 28. A PARASITIC JAEGER was off Sable 
Is., May 19 (IAM) and another was off Brier on May 21 (CRH,CLL). Two LONG-TAILED 

JAEGERS were reported off Sable Is. on May 29 (IAM for ZOL) but, unfortunately, no 
documentation was received. RSD reports a GREAT SKUA on May 17 on Georges Bank. 

Only two reports of LAUGHING GULLS were received: a second-winter bird on 
Georges on May 15 (RSD) and another at Louisbourg on May 26 (DBM,JOM). COMMON 
BLACK-HEADED GULLS seem concentrated in pockets around the province and we hear 
little of them after mid-May. Moving from south to north, 1 was at Eel Brook on May 5 
(JKD); 5 to 12 at Little Harbour and Matthew's Lake from Mar. 27 to Apr. 8 
(DHY,DEF), dwindling to 2 imm. by Apr. 14; 30 in mixed plumages on Dottie's Pond, 
Three Fathom Harbour on Mar. 26 (CAC,LT); 15 at Conrad's Beach on Apr. 15 (IAM); and 
finally, 2 imm. at Ball's Creek, C.B. from May 24-28 (DBM,JOM). A first winter LITTLE 
GULL appeared on Sable Is. (IAM for ZOL), well described but date not given:---zm:' 
~s a BONAPARTE'S GULL on Sable on Mar. 4, otherwise, as usual, they. are 
concentrated along the Northumberland shore: 1 at Lyon's Brook on Apr. 28 (CGB); 6 at 
the Trenton power plant on May 7 (KJM) and 50 at the Pictou Causeway on May 28, 
none in breeding plumage (KJM). Six RING-BILLED GULLS showed up at Eel Lake on 
Mar. 12 (JKD). There were still 30 at Chezzetcook Inlet on Apr. 8 (BLM,RDF); 8 adults 
were at the Wolfville sewage ponds on Apr. 17 (JWW); 1 at Lockeport's Crescent Beach, 
Apr. 25-May 29 (DJC); 30 in the Linden area near Amherst on Apr. 30 (BLM, IAM); 
finally, at Bras d'Or numbers grew from 2 adults on Apr. 8 to 60 on Apr. 29 (DBM). 

HERRING GULLS were reported in small numbers around the province. Highest 
counts were around 50 in such areas as Lawrencetown Tidnish and Petpeswick and I 
presume these are unusually low. Comparisons with other years would be interesting, so 
if observers have that information please pass it on. An observant Richard Stern sends 
details of a leucistic Herring Gull at the Kentville dump on May 13, "pure white head, 
body, wings and tail; dark iris, pink bill with black tip; pink legs. Same size and shape 
as nearby Herring Gulls." He further notes that the jizz was not right for a white-wing 
gull. The ratio of GREAT BLACK-BACKED GULLS to Herrings seems to be shifting. 
Fifty were counted on the Blanche peninsula on May 13 (BLM,ELM) and 52 were at the 
mouth of the Petite River on Mar. 17, while only 60 Herrings were present (JSC). 
Forty-five were at Lawrencetown on May 22 (RBD). Raymond d'Entremont describes a 
Black-backed at Lr. W. Pubnico on May 25 sitting on 3 eggs. He writes, "The nest was 
in a bare field, near the beach, and no more than I 00 yards from the nearest house." 
He thinks the site is most unusual, as indeed it is. We have only one report of a 
LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL at Big ls., Pie. Co., on Mar. 26, an adult, convincingly 

described and all field marks noted (CGB, KJM). One ICELAND GULL was at Green Bay 
on Mar. 18, an unusual bird in this locale (JSC). Eight were at the Wolfville sewage 
ponds on Apr. 17, 2 adults and the rest first-winter birds (JWW). There were several 
reports of Icelands, all immatures, lingering into May at Tidnish, Lockeport, Broad Cove, 
Wolfville Dartmouth Cove and Sable Island. DBM notes still a few along the Cape 
Breton c'oast as late as May 29. GLAUCOUS GULLS were well distributed. One was 
present in the mouth of tbe Petite River on Mar. 17. (as noted above wh_ite-winged gulls 
are uncommon in this area) (JSC). Another was at the sewage plant m Shelburne on 
Mar. 18 (DOE, SYB, Bessie Harris). Others were: l at South Cove, Lun. Co. on Apr. 9 
(ELM); 2 first-winter birds at the Wolfville sewage ponds on Apr. 17 (JWW); l at Neil's 
Hbr on Apr. · 14 (AAM); I at the NSPC outflow at Trenton on May 7 (KJM) and l adult 
on Sable Island on May 11 (ZOL). 
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The first BLACK-LEGGED KITTIWAKE was seen on Brown's Bank on Mar. 31 
(RSD ). Several were off Sable Island in Apr. and by May I 9 there were an estimated 
1000 plus off the eastern tip, mostly first-winter birds (ZOL). Breeding birds were back 
in their colonies in Cape Breton by May 26, 75 on Battery Island near Louisbourg and 50 
on an island off Kennington Cove (DBM, GEL, JOM). 

Angus MacLean reports the only CASPIAN TERN of the spring, at South Harbour 
inner beach, Cape Breton on May 31, being harassed by Common and Arctic Terns. 
Jernme d' Eon ,saw at least \Cl ROSE,",_'1:£. 1:ERNS aH. \..r. 'N, ?ubn\CQ Qt\ Ma~ l 2. Let US 
hope there will be future reports on the breeding success of these birds. It is 
encouraging to receive so many reports of COMMON TERNS: 9 were in Lr. w. Pubnico 
on May 4 (JKD); 1 was on the eastern tip of Sable on May 6 and most had arrived at 
their colonies there by May 11 (ZOL); 7 were at Lyon's Brook on May 7 (KJM); the 
Morses report 15. to 25 on Westhaver Island in Mahone Bay on May 13, where they 
appear to be nestmg and they note that they are plentiful as well near Herman's Island 
and in the Bay; 30 were reported on Mink Island, off Port Mouton on May 14, where, 
says ROC, "there was quite a colony in the '40's and '50's", since destroyed by gulls and 
ravens; 3 were at Lawrencetown on May 22 (RBS). As is to be expected, fewer ARCTIC 
TERNS appeared. The first was at Sable Is., May 6 and by May 11 hundreds were in 
their colonies (ZOL); l was at Lawrencetown on May 22 (RBD); 30 were seen from The 
Hawk, Cape Sable Is., May 13 (BLM) and 1 was at Louisbourg on May 26 ( DBM et al.). 
The only report of our breeding BLACK TERNS comes from HRD and RBD: 8 were at 
Amherst Point on May 19. 

Probably because of the lack of major spring gales, we had no DOVEKIE wrecks 
and hence no reports. One COMMON MURRE, in winter plumage, was in Pubnico 
Harbour on Mar. 4 (RSD). A THICK-BILLED MURRE was off the LaHave Is. on Mar. 6 
and on the same day 1 was found dead on the beach at Green Bay and was dispatched 
to the N.S. Museum of Natural History (LAC). The only other report was from 
Ferguson's Cove on Mar. 26, a bird in transition plumage (CAC,KLT). BLACK 
GUILLEMOTS were seen in small numbers as usual all along the coast. Dean Fiske even 
reports 1 in the parking lot at Matthew's Lake on Mar. 26. Ian McLaren counted 82 
actual or potential breeders in a census around Seal Is. on May 10. CRH and CLL note 
that PUFFINS winter in small numbers in the Bay of Fundy and they saw "a few" near 
Brier Is. an May 21. 

SJF, ed. 

DOVES TO KINGFISHER 

Nothing special turned up on ROCK DOVES. MOURNING DOVES now have a firm 
grip on Cape Breton Is., with 30-50 through fall and winter at a Pt. Edward feeder 
(JAC). Feeder flocks of 14 at Avonport, Apr. 19 (EAU) and 20 at White's Lake, Hfx. 
co., May 4 (BLM), were rather late in such numbers. Two nests at W. Pubnico had 
young on May 10 (JKD). Our only BLACK-BILLED CUCKOO was on Bon Portage Is., May 
21-22 (NSBS trip). A YELLOW-BILLED CUCKOO less regular in spring, was found 
recently dead on May 20 on Sable Is. (Brian Beck). 

Nests of GREAT HORNED OWLS were found in Cole Hbr. on Mar. 10, later with 3 
young (JWT), and at Cape d'Or with 1 young on May 23 (MSN,JRM). A few others were 
heard or seen around the province. Bernard Forsythe reports that 10 pairs of BARRED 
OWLS nested in his boxes in the Wolfville area. The first of 30 eggs was laid Mar. 10; 
they nested earlier and laid larger clutches this year. There were otherwise six reports 
of a dozen calling birds from Shel. to Cum. Cos. Four reports of 5 scattered N. SAW
WHET OWLS included one near a nest box courtesy of BLF·(RBS). 
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The first COM. NIGHTHAWK was noted on Brier Is. May 22 (SJF et al.), and 8 
more were found widely May 26-27 (sev. obs.). An early WHIP-POOR-WILL was heard at 
Mader's Cove, Lun. Co., May 4 (JBM), and the recently traditional Spryfield bird 
appeared in late May (sev. obs.). Individual CHIMNEY SWIFTS first appeared on near
record early dates: Apr. 22 at Elgin, Pie. Co. (CGB) and Apr. 23 at the Pocket 
Wilderness, Queen's Co. (DEF). They were more widely reported from May 7, and the 
first 12 entered the chimney at the Robie Tufts Centre, Wolfville, May 10 (JWW). Next 
evening, there were 140 at the RTC, and 60 entered the chimney at the Temperance St. 
School in New Glasgow (KJM). An impressive 580 entered the latter chimney May 20 
(KJM). Four wandered to Sable Is., May 20-22 (JAM). A very early RUBY-THROATED 
HUMMINGBIRD (CRH,CU.; no details) was at a Brier Is. feeder Apr. 25. The next was 
at Charleston, Queen's Co., May 11 ( fide NES), and several appeared during the 
following week. Eight reports of 13 birdsbetween May 19-21 signalled the main arrival 
period. 

A BELTED KINGFISHER at Glenwood, Mar. 14 (JKD), might have wintered, but 2 
males· at Apple River Apr. 3 (WHM,MSM) were presumably migrants. No more were 
reported before mid-April, after which they were seen in the usual numbers and places. 

WOODPECKERS 

A RED-HEADED WOODPECKER was "seen frequently" on Brier Is. from Apr. 10 
(CRH,CLL). The first YELLOW-BELLIED SAPSUCKER was found Apr. 15 on Long Is., 
Dig. Co. (BLM,JCT,GWT). Five more appeared in late April, after which they were 
widely noted. Nineteen reports of some 50 DOWNY WOODPECKERS were above 
average. Thirteen reports of some 20 HAIRY WOODPECKERS, including a nesting pair 
with young at Cape d'Or, May 23 (MSM), were about as expected. Seven reports of 9 
BLACK-BACKED WOODPECKERS reflect some bush-whacking by members, although a 
wintering fem. in Pt. Pleasant Park, Hfx., to Apr. 9 (Pat Chalmers) was more accessible. 
Presumably the 3 YELLOW-SHAFTED FLICKERS, Mar. 21 on Bell Is., Lun. Co. (Cohrs), 
and another calling Mar. 23 at Crousetown (NES) had wintered. However, a distinctive, 
white-headed bird appeared Mar. 29 at Avonport (EAU), and 4 more were reported from 
widespread localities, Apr. 4-9. There were major movements of 30 at Chebucto Head, 
Hfx. Co., Apr. 18 (FLL), and 27 near Shubenacadie, Apr. 25 (RCM,ROW). Twenty-one 
reports of about 40 PILEATED WOODPECKERS were most gratifying. 

IAM, ed. 

FLYCATCHERS THROUGH SWALLOWS 

OLIVE-SIDED FLYCATCHERS were present by May 20 in Cape Breton (DBM), Hants 
Co. (JWT), Sand River (KFS) and nearby Apple River (MSM). They were calling for 
"quick-three-beers" all along Butler Rd., King's Co. at dawn June 6 (RBS, et al.). A 
very early EASTERN WOOD-PEWEE was both seen and heard in Coldbrook by AAM on 
Apr. 22. Other than that, they appeared on time, with presumed migrants on Brier Is. 
May_ 21 (SJF et al.) and then on Sable Is. the next day (IAM). They were singing on 
terntory around the province just a few days later. 

. YELLOW-BELLIED FLYCATCHERS are perhaps under-reported, as they tend to hang 
\l\l\ \\\ IJ\1\-C)\-\\\~-'l·.Jcl.'j, G.u\\:\.'9 \)\ace\\ w\th lats ai blacld'\\es, and they sound rnthe, \\ke 
Least Flycatchers. But KJM, et al. found 3 on the Abraham's Lake. trail at Liscombe 
Game sanctuary on May 27, and DBM et al. had 2 on the 20th near Big Pond, C.B. They 
were also calling along Butler Rd., King's Co. on June 6. An early ALDER FLYCATCHER 
was on Seal Is. May 10 (IAM), but as expected, they were more apparent around the 
province by the last week of May. An Empid. with a largish bill, dark khaki-coloured 
back, and no eye-ring on Sable Is. May 24-27 was unfortunately silent, but IAM 
speculated that with these field marks, a Willow Flycatcher was a possibility. The pair 
that nested in Avonport 1993-4 are not (so far) apparent this year. Just as last spring, 
the first LEAST FLYCATCHERS were seen/heard on May 13, from Shelburne (DOE,CAH) 
to Ben Eoin (DBM,JOM) and points between. 

Eleven reports of EASTERN PHOEBE must be a recent record. Are the birds more 
common, or more noticeable this year? The first was at Little Hbr., Shel. Co. on Apr. 
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11 (DHY), and subsequent observations are from all over the province as far north as 
Sydney River (JOM). A GREAT CRESTED FLYCATCHER "wheeped" to the assembled 
members of the Federation of Nova Scotia Naturalists having a BBQ at the annual 
meeting in the Kentville Research Station picnic grounds in early June, and a few days 
later a pair was present near the Kentville hospital (RBS). 

An early EASTERN KINGBIRD was at Apple River, Apr. 26 (MSM), but the majority 
of reports are from the last week of May, from all over. NES watched on catching 
Hying insects in a flowering mai;:,\e at ltal-y Cross, one wa1, "on territorj" in Eierton, 
Pie. Co. (KJM,CGB), 2 were feeding on the beach at Green Bay, May 20 (JSC). 

The last flock of HORNED LARKS was on C.S.I. at Daniel's Head Mar. 4 (ROC) 
but single birds were in Louisbourg and South Bar (C.B. Co., in the last week in May 
(DBM,JOM,GEL). Local breeders? Three AMERICAN PIPITS were at Little Harbour, 
Shel. Co., Apr. 10 (DHY), but 14-20+ were at Pond Cove, Brier Is, Apr. 15-17 
(BLF,HAF,BLM,JCT). 

Three PURPLE MARTINS were seen: 1 May 14 at Port Howe, near their Oxford 
nesting site (JWT), and the other 2 were on Sable Is. May 20-21 and 23-27 (IAM). The 
former of the 2 birds was smaller, and had a more deeply forked tail, and IAM wondered 
if this could be one of the tropical forms. The first TREE SW ALLOW was reported from 
Robert's Is., Yar. Co., on Apr. 4 (JKD), and thereafter they spread over the province in 
the usual large numbers. ROC saw 100+ in Queen's Co., Apr. 20, but noticed only one 
nest at that point. DOE and CAH saw 3-500 at Round Bay, Aor. 15, in strong wind, 
eating berries. One nesting in a box at Port Williams sewage pond was recognizable by 
its white forehead from last year; 800+ were at Round Bay by May 13 (ELM,BLM). 
BANK SWALLOWS are usually a bit later, and there were 4 reports, all from mid-May, 
although DOE and CAH observed a few early birds of this species in the Tree Swallow 
flock mentioned above. 

An early CLIFF SWALLOW was on Brier Is., Apr. 15-17 (BLF,HAF), and birds were 
then seen from May 8 on. One was with a large flock of Tree and Barn Swallows over 
Glenwood, Yar. Co., May 8 (RSD), 4 were in Middle Ohio (DOE) May 13, 5 were at 
Louisbourg, May 26, etc. Early BARN SWALLOWS were 6 in Glenwood, Yar. Co., Apr. 14 
(JKD) and 12 in Jordan Bay, Shelburne, Apr. 26 (DOE). Apr. 28 was the earliest date 
for BLF for this species in King's Co. There were 80 on May 13 in Round Bay 
(BLM,ELM) and by the end of May nest-building in barns were proceeding apace. 

CORVIDS THROUGH GNATCATCHERS 

There were 17 reports of GRAY JAY from numerous observers around the province, 
including 2 of adults feeding young (BLF,MSM) and 1 group of 8 (DOE). Not 
surprisingly BLUE JAYS were also well reported, mostly in groups of 2-5. 

There were plenty of AMERICAN CROWS seen, but nothing like the 40,000+ winter 
roost in Kentville, which had dispersed by mid-Feb. JWW saw a pair copulating in the 
snow in Wolfville on Mar. 26--perhaps hoping to set up a rival Wolfville roost in future 
years! On the same date MOW reported the largest group -57, in Riversdale, Col. Co. 
RBD also saw plenty of Crows on his trips around Hfx. Co this spring. A few COMMON 
RAVENS were seen, and like Crows, probably under-reported, but JWW did note a flock of 
40 on the Grand Pre Dyke May 11. As usual their aerial displays accompanied much 
croaking and bell-like noises were evident over King's Co. all spring (RBS). 

There were 16 BLACK-CAPPED CHICKADEE reports, several of lots of birds, and to 
me they continue to be one of the most numerous and visible species around, in just 
about any type of habitat. Eleven BOREAL CHICKADEE reports is more than 1994, and 
there were several of relatively large number for that species--8-12 in Ohio (DOE,RIJ), 
11 at Apple River (KFS), 12 near Shubenacadie (ROW). Perhaps numbers are up, and 
perhaps people are spending more time in boreal-type habitat. 

RED-BREASTED NUTHATCHES were, as usual, abundant all spring. Typical 
comments were "a good year for this species throughout Hfx., Lun. and King's Cos." 
(KNK), "30, Clyde River Loop", May 13 (BLM,ELM). In contrast, WHITE-BREASTED 
NUTHATCH only received a few reports, from Shelburne--4 all spring (DOE et al.), 
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Queen's Co.-2 Apr. 9 (JBM) and Kentville Research Stn., late spring (RBS). The latter 
are in the same spot where they are regular on the Christmas Count, so they are 
presumably resident. 

BROWN CREEPERS were seen creeping up brown treetrunks in 1 's and 2's from 
Yar. co. to Ben Eoin. CGB and KJM noticed one building a nest Apr. 24 near the 
Caribou Ferry terminal. There were 5 at Georgefield May 16 (MGW et al.). A nest was 
found in Kentville during the Federation of Nova Scotia Naturalist's annual BBQ (JCT) 
just before the above mentioned Great-crested Flycatcher appeared. 

WINTER WRENS had a heyday this spring, with 20 reports, numbering 46 birds. 
Most were identified by song. Observers from all over included KNK (New Ross, 

Blomidon PP), IAM (Sable Island), ROW (Shubenacadie), JWT (Pockwock Rd.), RBD 
(Beaverbank). A lone HOUSE WREN was singing on Bon Portage Is. on the NSBS field 
trip there on May 20 (AAM). The Truro CAROLINA WREN, present all winter, was still 
there at least up to the end of April ( FLS . 

GOLDEN-CROWNED KINGLETS were present as expected all spring, in a widespread 
distribution, usually in small flocks of a few birds (RBD,DOE,JAC,DEF,MGW et al.). BLM 
counted 60 along the Clyde River loop, Shel. Co., on Migration Day, May 13. RUBY
CROWNED KINGLETS were noted to be singing in numbers by the last week in April, and 
"++" (RBS), "dozens" (ROW,RCM) by the third week in May, as expected. 

BLUEBIRDS THROUGH STARLINGS 

The EASTERN BLUEBIRD remains a rare visitor to our province at the present 
time. Two traditional haunts in recent years that have proven reliable again this spring 
are the Brier Is. cemetery ( 2 May 2, ELM et al.) and the Apple River area--Apr. 29, 
May 26, June 6 {KFS). Also, KFS saw 4 in woods at nearby Sand River on May 26. 

JAC reported a WOOD THRUSH on May 12 at Pt. Edward, C.B. Co. Another was 
well seen and watched singing, in Neary Pines, Greenwich, King's Co. in early June (HAF 
et al.) An early HERMIT THRUSH walked past NES's window at Italy Cross on April 1. 
More seasonal arrivals. included 1 near Apple River, Apr. 21 (KFS), I at Mader's Cove, 
Apr. 25 (JBM), 10+ along the road between Apple River and Joggins on May 10 {KFS), 
and GLM and ELM counted 20 along the Clyde River loop, Shel. Co., on Migration Day, 
Apr. 13. Presumably most of these were no longer migrating, but had hopefully settled 
in to nest. One on Sable Is. on May 27 (ZOL), however, was presumably a late migrant. 
There were 14 reports of this species, a better showing than in recent years. VEERIES 
were reported May 22 (Pie. Co., KJM,CGB), 23 (Mader's Cove, JBM), and 24 (Wolfville 
Ridge, BLF). 

There was a single report of GRAY-CHEEKED THRUSH, from IAM on Sable Is., 
May 23. His description was of a bird with a relatively large size and a pale fleshy (as 
against brighter yellow) yellow base to the bill, and he felt that it was more likely to 
be a minimus from Newfoundland than a local bicknelli, despite the chestnut tones to the 
tail, more characteristic of the latter. This is a distinction that may soon be 
particularly important to listers, as this species is apparently likely to be "split" into two 
separate species--the Bicknell's Thrush (which breeds in the Maritimes and northern New 
England) and the Gray-cheeked Thrush (which breeds in Nfld. and elsewhere across 
C',anaoa). '1''nere are sunt\e -p\umag,e di.Herences, nut tne songs ot tne two iorms/si:,ecies 

readily separate them. The first SWAINSON'S THRUSH was on May 5 at 1:'1accan 
(JSC), but thereafter reports numbered just three more, all from the last week m May 
(Sable Is., IAM; Cape d' Or, MSM, JRM; E. Chester, CHF). 
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JKD remarked that it was hard to say when the first spring AMERICAN ROBINS 
arrived, as there were so many around this winter. NES saw 200+ landing on lawns near 
Cherry Hill on Feb. 16--at that date they were probably still over-wintering birds. ERC 
commented on 2 birds at Lr. LaHave on Mar. 2 "wintering birds or early spring 
migrants", but what about the 30+ that JWT saw on Mar. 4 at Up. Granville? RCM saw 
one singing on Mar. 23. FLS felt that an influx of birds to the Economy area on Mar. 
31 was a migratory movement, and there were 120 in Smiley's PP, Hants Co., Apr. 1 
(BLM). KNK noted that they were "everywhere there was a patch of bare ground" 
after a snowfall on Apr. 6 in Bedford. BLM and ELM counted 60 in toto along the Clyde 
River loop, May 13. JRM found two nests, each with 4 eggs near Advocate on May 24. 

The first spring GRAY CATBIRD was seen on Wolfville Ridge, May 14 (BLF), but 
the main influx, at least to the west end of the province, was May 20-26, with large 
numbers noted on Brier (RBS) and Sable Is.(IAM, ZOL). There were just four reports of 
NORTHERN MOCKINGBIRD, whose spring numbers seem to have fallen a little in the 
last two years. One in Dartmouth was present all winter, and was still there Mar. 26 
(CAC,KLT). There were just 2 BROWN THRASHERS, 1 at The Hawk, CSI, May 8 (MUN) 
and the other at Advocate Hbr on May 20 (JRM). 

This was not a fantastic winter for BOHEMIAN WAXWINGS, but some lingering 
flocks included 200+ Mar. 1-2 in Westmount. C.B. (JAC), 8 at Pubnico Pt., Mar. 16, 
eating flies instead of the usual red berries (RSD), 80 at MacLellan's Brook, Pie. Co. 
Mar. 27 (CGB,KJM), and 30+ mixed in with CEDAR WAXWINGS at Italy Cross, May 2 
(NES). The latter species generated some 14 reports, of which the only sizable flock 
was of 40, eating juniper berries in Wolfville, Apr. 14, (JWW). They are all over the 
orchards in King's Co. at the time of writing. 

There are 8 NORTHERN SHRIKE reports, all of single birds, presumably left over 
from over-wintering, or on passage back to their notherly breeding areas. The last was 
seen Apr. 8 in Plymouth (KJM). 

EUROPEAN STARLINGS continue to be regularly reported, usually in small number 
50 at Petpeswick Inlet, Apr. 8 (BLM,RPF), 12+ at APBS May 19 (HBO, RBD), 29 at 
Newport, May 26 (RBD). A late report of a spectacular winter roost is from NES, who 
watched thousands, descending at dusk in great clouds, to go under the Upper Parkway in 
Bridgewater all winter till at least Feb. 8. 

RBS, ed. 

VIREOS AND WARBLE RS 

A late SOLITARY VIREO seen in the Herring Cove, Hfx. Co. area on Dec. 18, 1994 
was not previously reported (FLL,JWW). NES found the first spring 

Solitary on the early date of Apr. 25 at Crousetown. Another April sighting occurred in 
Ohio, Shel. Co. (DOE), and singletons were noted in Hfx., King's and Cumb. Cos. during 
the first week of May (RCM,JDP et al.). Subsequent reports, including one of 50 along 
the Clyde River loop, Shel. Co., on May 13 (BLM,ELM), indicated a widespread 
distribution, including over Cape Breton. KJM and three others found 2 WARBLING 
VIREOS at Granton, Pie. Co., on May 28. His description read, " ... gray-brown, no wing 
bars, smaller than adjacent Red-eyed Vireo, broad white line over eye, vireo bill. One 
bird of the pair sang a song reminiscent of Purple Finch. Habitat--hardwood, poplar 
[sic] and small shrubs". Unfortunately, there was no mention of diagnostic features such 
as the lores, underparts and crown, but the description of the song rules out the 
Philadelphia Vireo. An early RED-EYED VIREO at Tusket on May 5 (JKD) was the only 
one reported until May 13 when one was found at Ohio (CAH,DOE). Most reports of 
spring firsts came on or after May 20 (RBD,BLF,ROC), including one on May 25 and 3 on 
May 28 at Ben Eoin, C.B. Co. (DBM,JOM). 
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Although fears of dwindling numbers continue, a "huge migration" of warblers on 
Bon Portage Is. on May 20 (NSBS), and a "wave" moving through Caribou Is, Pie. Co., 
and adjacent mainland on May 21 and 22 (CWH) brought some reassurance. Several 
other good-sized movements were noted. 

I'll pass along two reports of single BLUE-WINGED WARBLERS as received. The 
first one (fide AAM) on Bon Portage Is., May 20, was "seen by [Acadia University bird
bander] IanPaterson three times, but did not go in mist net". Did anyone in the NSBS 
party see this bird and record details? Bon Portage has seen a number of Blue-winged 
Warblers in the past, including one banded there on May 22 of last year. The second 
bird, on Brier Is., May 21, was identified by voice only, by RBS, an experienced and 
well-travelled birder. He "heard the unmistakable wheezy high, then low two-note 
'beeez ... buzz' of this species, but couldn't see the bird.". 

Normally one of the latest warblers to return in spring, the TENNESSEE WARBLER, 
was even later than average this year. One singing loudly at Pubnico Pt. on May 23 
(RSD), 1 on Brier Is., May 24 (CRH,CLL) and 3 in New Ross, Lun. Co., on May 27 (KNK) 
were our only reports. This species was probably still searching out nesting spots in 
open woodlands and pastures in June. The NASHVILLE WARBLER was very well reported 
this year, with 28 individuals accounted for. First seen (l) on Brier Is. on May 10 
(CRH,CLL), it showed up next (1) at Clyde River (BLM,ELM) and near Shubenacadie (1-
RCM) on Migration Count Day, May 13. Reports for the last half of May came in from 
Lun., Hants, Cumb. and Dig. Cos.; as well, there was a bird at Coxheath, C.B. Co., on 
May -25, and 2 males at Big Pond on May 28 (JOM et. al.). Keep the C.B. reports 
coming-many of the warblers aren't all "home" until they reach beautiful Cape Breton 
Is. 

A goodly number of NORTHERN PARULA reports indicated a two-pronged 
migratlon ... across the Isthmus of Chignecto, and through our southwestern regions from 
the Gulf of Maine; spreading eastward. MSM reported the first, a male, at Apple River, 
,Cumb. Co., on May 4. Semmingly slow to infiltrate, more than 75% of Parula numbers 
were reported after the middle of May, with none noted east of Hfx. and Hants Cos. to 
deadline. 

The vanguard of the YELLOW WARBLER migration arrived on May 3, when a flock 
of at least 20 was sighted on Brier Is. (CRH), and a singing male was observed in 
Halifax (LAC). Nothing more was mentioned for a week; then, reports came thick and 
fast, mainly from southwestern regions once again, but also including 1 in Westmount, 
C.B., on May 24 (JAC) and 3 on Sable Is., May 24-27 (IAM). BLF, the nest man 
located, in less than an hour, 6 Yellow Warbler nests under construction in an olct 
orchard on Wolfville Ridge (May 28). Sounds like a Cowbird's paradise! Except for a 
male CHESTNUT-SIDED WARBLER on Seal Is. on May 10 (IAM), none was seen until 
May 21, when ones and twos appeared on Brier Is., at Port Mouton (Queens co.), East 
Chester, Lun. Co. and New Ross. There were subsequent sightings for points north and 
east, but none had apparently reached Cape Breton, where the species in uncommon. The 
first MAGNOLIA WARBLERS of the spring (6) were found on the Clyde River loop on 
May 13. A good distribution was indicated on mainland N.S., but no C.B. Magnolias 
were noted. The median date of arrival seemed to be around May 20-21. Larger 
numbers of this rather introverted bird included 25 on Bon Portage Is. on May 20 
~M\M.) 1 '&-\(.) \\U \'ie\\''i', l'i'>., Lun. Co., on May 21 (lSC) and 14 near Shubenacadie, also on 
May 21 (RCM,AEW,MGW). Widely scattered CAPE MAY WARBLER singleton males were 
fund at Mt. William, Pie. Co., on May 13 (KJM), Green Bay on May 17 (JSC) and 
Beechmount, C.B. Co., on May 26 and 28 (JOM). The BLACK-THROATED BLUE WARBLER 
which was reported in the April, 1995 issue as having been seen on the Caledonia CBC on 
Dec. 18, 1994, was actually seen the following day, and therefore was not an official 
CBC record (count period only). Sorry. Black-throated Blue Warblers are found in 
localized pockets, in dense hardwood or mixed growth, and are often on territory before 
they are first noticed. Two singles on May 16 at Georgefield and Urbania, Hants Co., 
(RCM et al.) were the first found. A few scattered reports of ones and twos between 
May 21 and 24 followed from as far east as Pie. Co. 
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Twenty-five or more YELLOW-RUMPED WARBLERS wintered on Sable Is. (ZOL); 20+ 
made it through the winter at Round Bay, Shel. Co. (DOE), and 14 overwintering birds 
at Petite Riviere on Mar. 13 "looked quite bouncy" (Cohrs) .. A few, possibly new 
arrivals, were reported along the Atlantic coast in early April, but Apr. 16 (KFS at Apple 
River ) seemed to mark the beginning of a steady movement, just a trickle through April, 
but gathering force in May. Fairly good numbers were reported from some localities 
during the first week of May, including 12+ at Pt. Edward, C.B., on May 4 (JAC et al.). 
Greatest numbers, however, surged through between May 10 and 13: 60+ (80% males) were 
at Beaverbank, Hfx. Co. (JSC,JLC), 170 arrived on Seal ls. (1AM) and 200 moved through 
Cape Sable Is. (MUN), all on May W. On the following day, JSC andJLC found 250 ++, 
almost all males, near Lilydale, Hants Co; Seventy were along the Clyde River loop on 
May 13 (BLM,ELM). There were, in addition, remarks such as "very common" and 
"many", and all seemed well with this species. 

Our first spring BLACK-THROATED GREEN WARBLER was found all the way up in 
Mt. William, on May 6 (KJM). Though this was a few days before our average first 
report, in general the migration was slow and irregular, with no more than 3 birds per 
day on woodland walks and island vigils to May 16. Five were found in Georgefield on 
that date (MOW et al.), 10+ were at E. Chester on May 20 (CHF) and they were 
"widespread" around Sydney by May 24 (DBM). Five BLACKBURNIAN WARBLER 
individuals were reported between May 13 and 29, the first on the Clyde River loop, with 
other singletons at Shubenacadie (2), Sable Is. and New Ross. 

An immature PINE WARBLER which arrived at JWW's Wolfville feeder in late 
December persisted until Mar. 25. To the best of my knowledge, this is only the 
province's second March Pine Warbler on record, the first being a bird which 
overwintered at a W. Pubnico feeder until Apr. 17 (1991). The only other report this 
spring was of a male at Lr. W. Pubnico on May 11 (JKD). It was a great spring for the 
PALM WARBLER, beginning with a single on Brier Is. on last year's first date of Apr. 15 
(CAC,KLT). Well over half the reports were for April, but there were no sightings east 
of Hfx., Hants and Cumb. Cos. in that month. Larger numbers weren't seen until the end 
of April, when JSC found 15+ along Lake Road, Lun. Co., still on the move. One had 
reached Cape Breton (Pt. Edward) by May 4 (JAC). An influx was still occurring in May, 
with 35 moving through Seal Is., and 50 through Cape Sable Is., on May 10 (IAM, MUN 
resp.):- Twenty on the Clyde River loop on May 13, along with later reports, were of 
birds on territory, with numbers pretty much up to scratch. Reports of a dozen 
scattered BAY-BREASTED WARBLERS were received, from Brier and Sable Islands to Ben 
Eoin. The first seen was a male at Economy on May 13 (FLS). The BLACKPOLL 
WARBLER migration was a week late, with 15 counted on Bon Portage Is. on May 20 
(AAM), the same date that KFS found one at Cape d'Or, Cumb. Co. Reports of from 1 
to 10 or so, from such scattered localities as Brier Is., Shubenacadie, Mader's Cove, 
Lun. Co., Sable Is. and Halifax were received to deadline. 

A very early BLACK-AND-WHITE WARBLER was found in C.B. on Apr. 26 (DBM). 
Only 3 other singletons were reported before May 10: on Brier Is., May; at Blomidon 
Park on May 5 and in Shubenacadie on May 6. Many across the province reported their 
first sightings between May 10 and 14. Though Black-and-whites were quite well 
distributed by mid-month, 30 were still arriving via Bon Portage Is. on May 20, part of a 
large movement. 

The first AMERICAN REDSTART reported was a male at Tusket on May 12 (JKD). 
Though coverage extended from Brier Is. to Sable Is., Cumb. Co. and Cape Breton, 
numbers to deadline were below average, though up slightly from last year. 

A Rare Bird Report was received for a WORM-EATING WARBLER from Acadia 
University bird-banders Shauna Baillie and Ian Paterson (fide AAM). It was found on 
May 21 on Bon Portage Is. (which also had a Worm-eatingWarbler in August of 1991). 
It was observed in the shade of coniferous woods at midday, for 15 minutes at 3 to 5 
metres. Descriptions included, "Upperparts: solid brownish-green colour throughout. 
Underparts: orangey-buff, lighter towards belly. Head and neck: central white stripe 
bounded by wide dark stripe narrowing at neck. Eyes and lores: narrow dark stripe 
through eye. Supercilium buff, almost orangey". 
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NES wrote of an OVENBIRD at her Crousetown feeder between Mar. 4 and Apr. 
16, previously unheard-of dates. It was quite regular in April, eating small seeds, and 
was repeatedly chased by a Song Sparrow on the day it disappeared. Otherwise, the 
first spring Ovenbirds were found on May 13: 2 near Shubenacadie (ROW,RCM) and 1 at 
Mader's Cove (JBM). Thirty were moving through Bon Portage Is. on May 20, while 
others were settling into their preferred habitat, with 6 between Gaffs and Elderbank, 
Hfx. Co., on that date (RBD), 6 near Shubenacadie the following day (MGW,AEW,RCM) 
and 9 or more at Cape d'Or on May 23 (MSM,JRM). Reported NORTHERN 
WATERTHRUSH numbers have been averaging over 20 these past three springs. KJM 
found 2 early birds singing on territory along the Ferry Road to Caribou, Pie. Co., on 
May 6. He added, " ... by May 22, they were singing from every suitable stop at 
Waterthrush habitat. Quite plentiful in Pie. Co.". Other spots where 1-3 Northern 
Waterthrush were found between May 13 and 22 were Shubenacadie (2 occasions) 
Georgefield, Lake Road, Cape Sable Is., Apple River, George's River (C.B. Co.) and Sable 
Is. MUN told of a LOUISIANA WATERTHRUSH he observed at The Hawk, Cape Sable 
Is. in the company of 2 Northerns. He observed them side-by-side for 15 minutes. 
Details, however, were sketchy: "The eye stripe was bright white. Larger bill than the 
Northern Waterthrush, which was alongside it. White underparts". 

Nary a MOURNING WARBLER was reported. As this is one of our latest warbler 
species to appear in spring (average date May 26), a delay of only a few days would 
hold it back until after the May 31 deadline. 

The COMMON YELLOWTHROAT was late, by over a week, as the first bird was not 
listed until May 19 at Lake Road (JSC,JLC). However, CHF found 15 pairs along the 
railroad cut in E. Chester on May 20 and 27. A swatch of report cards told of late May 
sightings of 1-8 birds in each of Hants, Lun., Hfx. and Cumb. Cos., and on Sable Is. The 
first WILSON'S WARBLER was found at E. Chester on May 18 (CHF). One of 3 
Wilson's were also reported from Brier Island, Donkin (C.B.), Mira (C.B.), Pubnico Point, 
Sable Is. Shubenacadie and Pie. Co (just east of Exit 25, Hwy 104). Beginning with 1 
at Pubnico on May 17 (JKD), about a dozen CANADA WARBLERS were reported, mostly 
in the Urbania-Shubenacadie area (RCM et al.). 

KNK, ed. 

TANAGERS TO TOWHEE 

The rarer and earliest of the red tanagers that finds its way to Nova Scotia is the 
SUMMER TANAGER. There were 2 sighted this spring; the first of which was a 
magnificent male, photographed and reported by Patricia Gillis at Saint Georges Strait, 
Rich. Co., Apr. 15. The second bird, also a male, was spotted at The Hawk by Murray 
Newell on May 7. Only 3 sightings of SCARLET TANAGERS were noted. The first was 
a male watched at Up. Clyde, Shel. Co. on May 20 (MUN), and then on May 21 there 
was a male at Bon Portage (MUN,WEA et al.) as well as a female on Brier Is. that day 
(SJF,DHY). 

NORTHERN CARDINALS over-wintered at Brier Is. and Halifax. The female at the 
Cohrs' home in Halifax stayed until at least Apr. 4. Other reports were of a male at 
Liverpool on Apr. 3 (fide NES) and a male at Welshtown Lake, Shel. Co. on May 4 
(CAH,DOE). ROSE-BREASTED GROSBEAKS flooded into the province with almost 30 
sightings from just about everywhere. The first was a male on Seal Is. on May 10 
(1AM). 'Th\s one was followed by a few more before the 18th but by then and until May 
27 all other spring migrants were accounted for. Notable were 4 at Apple River on May 
11 (MSM) and 4 were found at The Hawk on May 24 (MUN). Of the 17 INDIGO 
BUNTINGS sighted, all but two were in the southern counties. The first was one seen 
at New Germany on Apr. 26 ( fide NES), then 4 were found at Cape Sable Is. on May 7 
(MUN). The exceptions to ffie- southern sightings were a single bird at Fraserville, 
Cumb. Co. (MSM) and a wayward bird landed on Sable Is. on May 29 (1AM). 

RUFOUS-SIDED TOWHEES totaled 3 in number. The first, a female, was found on 
Seal Is. on May 13. The others included a female at Halifax on May 22 (CWH) and a 
male at Dartmouth on May 26 (JWT). 
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SPARROWS TO SNOW BUNTING 

AMERICAN TREE SPARROWS had all but vanished by mid-April after a good winter 
population in the province. Single laggards were at Wallace on May 4 (JSC) and at 
Apple River as late as May 10 (KFS). The earliest presumed migrant CHIPPING 
SPARROW was one seen at Brier Is. on Apr. 15 (BLM,G&JT) with many seen thfilg by 
Apr. 25 (CRH,CLL) but most weren't seen until May 2 when one was.seen at Bedford 
and at Apple River (KNK,KFS). Reports are notably down for this species and it will 
be interesting to see if birds are back in their breeding areas as usual. A single CLAY
COLOURED SPARROW was found accompanying 2 Song Sparrows at Hartlen's Pt. on 
Mar. 25 (LAC). The relatively rare sparrow has become expected during migration times. 
However, it is more likely to be a part of a western movement of birds in fall. VESPER 
SPARROWS have been low in recent years and it seems they are back where they should 
be, setting up territories at Bridgeville, Advocate, Middleton and Maple Lake, Pie. Co. 
Other migrants included l found at Brier Is. on May 2 (ELM), and 2 seen near White 
Rock on May 8 (BLF). A lone LARK SPARROW was reported and photographed by 
Richard Stem at Brier Is. on May 21. 

SAVANNAH SPARROWS were very common during migration. The start is always 
with the "IPSWICH" race which arrived as early as Apr. 1, when 4 birds were viewed at 
Daniel's Head, Cape Sable Is. (ROC). The Sable Is. population, according to a census 
taken in May there, indicate the highest population since the 1970's (IAM), over 200 of 
these large pale sparrows over-wintered there. The smaller, darker race began arriving 
as early as Apr. 17 when l appeared at Apple River (KFS). By the last week of April 
they could be found almost anywhere and with two or three snow storms in May, many 
were being seen at feeders far from any suitable habitat. Typical were flocks of up to 
30 found along shoreline grasses. Over 75 were seen on May 5 at Amherst (JSC). Most 
often, SHARP-TAILED SPARROWS are excluded from the spring report as they arrive so 
late that they aren't here in time for the write-up. This year we have an exception 
with an early record of a single bird at Lr. W. Pubnico on June l (RSD). 

FOX SPARROWS entered the province in record numbers. They were everywhere. 
The earliest were 2-3 at Bass River on Mar. 22 (FLS) and by the first week of April 
these beautiful songsters were heard and seen often throughout the province. Most 
impressive were 110 counted at Petpeswick Inlet in Hfx. Co., Apr. 8 (BLM, RPF) as well 
as 25 at Economy on Apr. 9 (FLS). SONG SPARROWS arrived on time and in large 
numbers on or about Mar. 20 in many areas. The familiar song brightened our spirits in 
hopes of warmer weather as winter retreated. Singing began in the first week of March 
but no doubt by those birds who managed to make it through the winter and chose the 
prime territories. Along with all the Fox Sparrows, about 40 "Songs" were seen or heard 
at Petpeswick on Apr. 8. The first LINCOLN'S SPARROWS were recorded on Seal Is. on 
May 10 and 11 (IAM). Other sightings were from Shubenacadie (ARW,MGW,RCM), Bon 
Portage and Plymouth, both on May 22 (AAM,KJM,CGB) and a few were found on Brier 
Is. on May 26 (CLL). A SWAMP SPARROW which was noted by RSD on Mar. 18 near 
Glenwood could have been an early arrival but the majority of first sightings were for 
middle to late April. Five birds at The Hawk on April 8 were definitely migrants and 
notable were at least 5 pairs at Ohio, Shel. Co. on Apr. 15 (DOE). 

WHITE-THROATED SPARROWS were well reported. About twenty observers sent 
reports. The numbers of individuals however, were less impressive, being anywhere from 
1-14 birds. The average arrival date was May 5. WHITE-CROWNED SPARROWS totaled 
18 in number from 10 reports. The first was one at Miriam Tam's feeder in Port 
Williams from Apr. 12-21. A bird of the gambelli race was seen on Sable Is. on Apr. 28 
through to May 1 (ZOL) and 1 of the leucoprys race there on May 21-26 (IAM). Eight 
were found on Seal Is. on May 11 and 2 were seen at Brier Is. on May 18-19 (JBM). 
Others were single birds at Advocate, Cape Sable Is., Fraserville, Cumb. Co., and 
Georges Bank aboard a fishing boat on May 13 (RSD). 
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It seems we've had a great spring for sparrows and DARK-EYED JUNCOS were no 
exception. These birds were very plentiful during migration. Flocks of hundreds 
suddenly appeared and just as quickly vanished in a small window of time during the first 
few days of April. The first trilling song was recorded by the Cohrs at Green Bay on 
March 7. Migrating LAPLAND LONGSPURS were found at Conrad's Beach on Mar. 15. 
Here 15 individuals were in amongst the grasses taking ashort break before their flight 
north (BJA). Single birds were seen on Sable Is. on Mar. 20 (ZOL) and at Hemeon's 
Head on Mar. 22 (DN). There were just a few sightings of SNOW BUNTINGS during 
this period. On Mar. I there were 10 at Milford Station (MOW) and 40 at Shubenacadie 
on Mar. s (RCM). Last reports were 11 at Apple River on Mar. 11 and 3 still there on 
Apr. 3 (KFS). 

ICTERIDS 

Probably the most reported bird of this group is the BOBOLINK. This enthusiastic 
and energetic member of the blackbird family is a part of rural farmland Nova Scotia 
and is always welcomed back. They were well reported, more so than usual with the 
first sighting of 2 on May 11 at Grand Pre dyke-lands (JWW). There were single birds 
seen at Milford Stn. and Shubenacadie by mid-month but as if on a perfect schedule they 
seemed to be at all the normal spots by May 20. Larger numbers of arrivals were heard 
and seen at Apple River on May 20 (12) (KFS,BAS,MSM) and 20 were found at Newport, 
Hants Co. on May 26 (RBD). March 20th seemed to be the day that RED-WINGED 
BLACKBIRDS returned to most parts of the province. However, the first sighting was of 
2 males seen at Apple River on Mar. 18. Notable were 100 at APBS on Apr. 30, no 
doubt taking advantage of the improved habitat there for them (IAM,BLM). Other 
reports suggest an ever-increasing population. Just 2 EASTERN MEADOWLARKS were 
recorded. The first was one found at Matthew's Lake on Apr. 10 (DEF). The second 
was one at Cape Sable Is. on Apr. 23 (JCZ). 

RUSTY BLACKBIRDS seem to escape detection for the most part. Few sightings 
were submitted and the largest number seen at one time was only 4 at West Montrose on 
Apr. l (JIG). The earliest sighting was l at Apple River on Mar. 24 (MSM). It seems 
that the only time COMMON GRACKLES are given much regard is when they arrive in 
great noisy flocks to signal the beginning of migration in late March. It was Mar. 20 
that most new arrivals were noted and some substantial flocks were seen at Shubenacadie 
where 100 arrived in that village on Mar. 23 (RCM). The earliest record was a single 
bird which landed in Hammond's Plains on Mar. 12 (KNK). There seems to be an 
interesting downward trend in BROWN-HEADED COWBIRDS. Not only are the over
wintering numbers down over the last five years but so are the returning migrants. 
During summer they tend to become very quiet and uncommon as they go about seeking 
appropriate foster parents but spring usually lets us estimate numbers. Of the Io reports 
submitted, three observers commented on the low numbers and added that that wasn't 
bad either. Although the parasitism may have been reduced, it also raises questions as 
to_ t~~ health of those species which are predated upon. Climate has not changed 
s1gmf1cantly, so are we losing SO many of the neo-tropicals and others that there are 

fewer hosts for the cowbird? The first migrant was a single male seen at Apple River 
on Mar. 22 (KFS). The largest flock was of 13 at Apple River on Apr. 3 (KFS). 

Two ORCH~RD ORIOLES were discovered; the first at Osbourne, near Lockeport 
an Ma~ 1-~- 'i'n\'il adu\t ma\e Wa'& '&een U'y Severn\ o'ose,vern as it came 1-0 a feeder at 

the home of Shirley Lloyd (DJC). The second bird was a female hanging about with 6 
Northern Orioles on Brier Is. on May 20-21 (SJF,BAH,DHY). NORTHERN ORIOLES were 
many fewer than usual for spring migration. Apart from the six at Brier, only 2 other 
sightings for the period of single birds were received. One was at Lockeport on Mar. 30 
(DEF) and the second was at Plymouth, Pie. Co. on May 22 (KLM,CGB). 
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FINCHES TO HOUSE SPARROW 

PINE GROSBEAKS continue to be elusive throughout the province with few sighted 
during this period. Although there are a few records for each month March, April and 
May, each was for either one or two individual birds. Two exceptions were over 10 in 
Shel. Co. this spring (CAH,RIJ,DOE) and 4 at Oakhill near Bridgewater on Aor. 7 (NES). 
PURPLE FINCHES began to arrive at feeders during the first few days of March and 
continued to build up through April. 1t seemed some feeder watchers were more 
fortunate than others when it came to numbers of these birds. The majority however, 
commented on the fairly good numbers this spring. The energetic loud song could be 
heard from tree tops from mid-March as courtship began. Both male and female sing 
beautifully but the male's song is much more boisterous and lengthy. In the April issue, 
there was a full sentence left out concerning HOUSE FINCHES. The records 
consequently were lumped together with Purple Finches. There were 7 of this species in 
Southend Halifax-3 including an orange-coloured male in Lockeport and 2 in Port 
Williams during the winter months along with the single bird seen during the CBC in 
Pictou Hbr. The spring totals included 5 at Lockeport on Mar. 30 (DEF), one still 
lingering in Halifax on April 25 (BLM) one at Port Williams (MIT,JWW) and one near 
Canard Pond on May 28 (JWW). 

As usual RED CROSSBILLS were outnumbered by WHITE-WINGED CROSSBILLS, this 
time by about 10-1. Reds tend to favour smaller flocks of 6 or less. However, 25 were 
found at E. Chester on May 20 (CHF). Three of the Maritime race were seen at Clyde 
River (BLM,ELM)and 5 of the North-eastern race were found at Advocate Hbr on May 6 
(BLM,KFS). Parents and 5 young were observered at Petite Riviere on May 17 (JSC). 
White-whinged Crossbills were quite plentiful traveling in sizable flocks of 15-25 birds. 
Notable were 38 at Shubenacadie on Mar. 12 (RCM,ROW) and parents and young observed 
on May 22 at Black River Lake, King's Co. (BLF). 

PINE SISKINS were present all winter but were local and very scarce. They 
started turning up at feeders more regularly during early March i11 some areas with no 
particular pattern and not until mid-May in other areas. Flocks began with few members 
but as April closed and May began groups of 1-30 were common. AMERICAN 
GOLDFINCHES could only be estimated at feeders as there seemed to be so many. They 
had a very good winter and spring in the province. Flocks of hundreds descended on 
feeders and continued this daily from March to mid-May. Esamples include 200++ at 
Apple River during March (KFS); over 200 at Port l' Hebert (SYB,DOE) and 150+ at 
Timberlea during March and April (DAC). 

EVENING GROSBEAKS couldn't have been considered abundant this spring, but they 
were relatively common in small flocks in all parts of the province. The lutino bird with 
its beautiful yellow colouration was seen and photographed in several locations around 
Little Mush-a-mush Lake, New Germany, Scarsdale and Lr. Northfield from December 
through to May 20 (fide NES). 

Nothing seems to have changed much for the Jowly HOUSE SPARROW. They still 
cling to their small groups in traditional roosting areas. The largest flock reported was 
12 in Halifax on May 24 (RBD). 

DAC, ed. 
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Many of the birding areas in Nova Scotia "crop up" regularly - in 
the reports. To prevent repetition of the locations of these areas in the body of the 
text, we include this list of references: 

Yarmouth Co. 
(Yar. Co.) 

Shelburne Co. 
(Shel. Co. 

Queen's Co 
Lunenburg Co. 
(Lun. Co.) 

Halifax Co 
(Hfx. Co.) 

Colchester Co. 
(Col. Co.) 

Annapolis Co. 
(Anna. Co.) 

Kings Co. 

Cumberland Co. 
(Cumb. Co.) 

Hants Co. 

Digby Co. 

Guysborough Co. 
(Guys. Co.) 

Cape Breton 
(C.B.) 

Arcadia, Pinkney' s Point, Tusket, Eel Brook, Melbourne 
Overton, all the ubnicos, Glenwood, Dayton, Quinan. 

Cape Sable Is., Cape Sable, Matthews Lake, Lower 
Ohio, The Hawk, Seal Is., Little Harbour, Port L'Hebert W. 

Port Joli, Port L' Hebert E. 
Cherry Hill, Broad Cove, Petite Riviere, Green 
Bay, Crousetown, Crescent Beach, Publicover Lake. 

Three Fathom Hbr., Conrad's Beach, Lawrencetown, 
Cole Hbr., Martinique Beach, Hartlen's Point, 
Laurie Park, Powder Mill Park, Chezzetcook 

Economy, Glenholme 

Wilmot, Round Hill, Paradise, Annapolis Royal, Clementsport. 

Wolfville, Greenfield, Canard, Black River Lake, 
Gaspereau, Grand Pre, White Rock, Starr's Pt., 
Lumsden Reservoir 

Lusby Marsh, APBS*, Linden, Port Howe 

Shubenacadie, Noel Shore 

Brier Island 

Hazel Hill 

Big Pond, C.B. Highland National Park (C.B.H.N.P.) 

*APBS-Amherst Point Bird Sanctuary 
CBC - Christmas Bird Count 
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Three rather rusty sparrows are: The Fox Sparrow, photographed by Cathy Murrant at 
her feeder near Glace Bay In April 1994; the Chipping Sparrow, photographed by Judy 
Tufts at her feeder after a heavy snowfall on May 7, 1995; and the Swamp Sparrow, 
photographed by Francis Spalding on its nesting territory near his home at Economy in 
spring 1994. · 
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NOV A SCOTIA BIRD RARITIES IN PERSPECTIVE 

Part 2: Hawks to Auks 

By Ian McLaren 

The series deals mostly with extremely rare vagrants, or ones that 
might occur here, and I generally exclude more regular rarities unless 
they pose taxonomic or identification problems. Among the birds to be 
covered are some that I hadn't thought of while preparing the first 
part. The onl.y constancy is change. Again, in addition to our Nova 

Scotia Birds, given here as "NSB", I have used of back issues of 
American Birds (nowNationai Audubon SocietyFieid-Notes), which I refer 
to as "AB". "Tufts" refers to the 1986 edition of Birds o:f Nova Scotia. 
Dates suffice as references to seasonal reports in NSB and AB, but other 
references are given more fully. 

BLACK VULTURE. Although there were only four records in Tufts, at least 
seven have occurred since 1986. They are part of a decided spread 
northward of this species, which has been increasing geometrically in 
the mid-Atlantic states in recent years. It is now a year-round resident 
in southern New England, has become almost annual in fall-winter in New 
Brunswick, and reached P.E.I. in 1994. One wandered as far as James Bay 
in summer 1993. 

AMERICAN SWALLOW-TAILED KITE. We've waited a long time to repeat our 
1905 occurrence (Tufts). However, one to five individuals of · this 
magnificent bird have appeared in southern New England every spring 
during the last decade. One reached Maine in May 1986. 

MISSISSIPPI KITE. The sight record in fall 1992 and our fully confirmed 
one in May 1993 reflect a pattern of recent expansion. For example, of 
some 15 birds recorded in S. Ontario, 11 have been since 1980. It has 
been almost annual in New England in spring during the last decade, with 
individuals reaching Maine in May 1991 and 1992. The White-tailed Kite, 
which you'll find as "Black-shouldered Kite" in recent bird books, is 
also expanding its range, with several recent reports from the mid
Atlantic States, and one in New York in 1983. In time, it might reach 
us. 

SWAINSON'S HAWK. Our records consist of one fall sighting in Tufts, one 
dead bird in spring 1989, and one single-observer sighting in mid-Feb. 
1992. They are regular in small numbers with Broad-wings in fall on Cape 
May, NJ, where our dead bird was banded in 1988. However, they are 
sporadic at best in the Northeast, with only two reports from New 
England in the last decade. A dark-phased bird at Cap Tourmente, Que., 
in April 1993 was labelled "possible". 

ZONE-TAILED HAWK. If you believe this, you'll believe anything! But as 
noted in Tufts, the bird was photographed and the detail.s ,'.,ere. 
published. The question is, was it here on its own? We'll never know, 

although nothing about it suggested prior captivity. The bird wanders 
somewhat out of its southwestern range, and one reached Louisiana in 
Dec. 1983. 

EURASIAN KESTREL. The beautiful female around the N.B. border during 
Jan.-March 1988 was only the 4th for E. North America and 2nd for 
Canada; probably once in a lifetime for most of us. 

PRAIRIE FALCON. Although there are a few records for the East Coast of 
the U.S., none (?) north of Connecticut, at least some were considered 
escapees. Also, several birds first identified as this species have 
turned out to be variously hybridized falconry products. A sighting here 
would have to eliminate such possibilities. 
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OTHER OLD-WORLD RAPTORS. Other species from across the ocean are 
remotely possible. White-tailed Eagles once nested on Baffin Island, and 
there is an old record for Massachusetts, but this bird would need to be 
carefully distinguished from Bald Eagles in unusual plumages; I have 
seen these with white tails and darkish heads. A "flyby" first 
identified as this species in upper New York State in April 1993, was 
later revealed in photos as an apparent steller's Sea Eagle, almost 
certainly an escapee from somewhere. Mention might also be made of a 
European Marsh Harrier photographed last December in coastal Virginia, 
and of a Booted Eagle that turned up a few autumns ago in Bermuda. The 
status of the former is debatable, but the latter was certainly a 
displaced migrant from Europe to Africa. Also, a N. Hobby came aboard a 
ship 300 mi. off st. John's in May 1989. 

PTARMIGAN. The population of Willow Ptarmigan on scaterie I. was 
doubtfully self-sustaining and may be extinct. The Sable I. sighting of 
this species and the 1922 specimen of Rock Ptarmigan (Tufts) presumably 
represent natural occurrences. They do periodically erupt from the 
North; some unidentified ptarmigan were seen in N. New Brunswick in Jan. 
1989 and Willows reached s. Quebec in winter 1991. 

BLACK RAIL. The lost 1903 specimen (Tufts) and our sight record for 
Sept. 1987 qualify this bird for our "hypothetical" list. They nest from 
New York south, but the only other report in recent years closer than s. 
New England was of one in Vermont in spring 1990. 

LARGE RAILS. Some of us delighted in last fall's Clapper Rails, of which 
about 15 have now been recorded in Nova Scotia. One reached 
Newfoundland in Oct. 1993. A possible pair were found on Grand Manan I., 
N.B., in summer 1992. Our single sight record of King Rail (Tufts) is 
plausible; they are occasional, sometimes into winter, in s. New 
England. We should familiarize ourselves with its loud, grunting calls, 
which may have been heard at A.P.B.S. in spring 1987. Certainly that 
area has much potential habitat for breeding. 

CORNCRAKE. our single-observer record for spring 1993 is almost unique 
for North America in recent years. The only other documented one since 
1928 was shot on St. Pierre-et-Miquelon, in Oct. 1989. 

TRULY EXOTIC RALLIDS. Rails and gallinules are great wanderers. A Paint
billed Crake appeared in Virginia in December 1978, a Spotted Rail in 
Pennsylvania in November 1976. and an equally displaced Azure Gallinule 
on Long I., N.Y., in December 1986. It has been well argued that these 
were natural vagrants from south America (Remsen & Parker, 1990, Wilson 
Bull. 102, p. 380-399). A (Eurasian) Purple Gallinule in Delaware in 
Dec. 1990 was dismissed by most as an escapee. The more migratory 
Allen's Gallinule of Africa (see discussion in NSB, 1994, 36[2], p. 7) 
may be a better candidate for trans-oceanic vagrancy. 

LIMPKIN. Nothing can be added to the sight records in Tufts and the more 
recent one in Oct. 1991, except that even bad photos of such a bird 
would have sufficed for full acceptability. It is otherwise seen 
casually north to Maryland. 

SHOREBIRD VAGRANTS. Shorebirds are among the greatest avian wanderers, 
and almost anything could turn up. I will not give space to a number of 
almost routine or readily identified ones, like N. Lapwing, Greater 
Golden-Plover, curlew sandpiper, and Ruff from the Old World, and 
Wilson's Plover from the southern U.S. I concentrate on truly rare, or 
as yet unrecorded species, and discuss some that embody tricky 
identifications. In addition to the well-known monograph, Shorebirds, an 
Identification Guide, by Peter Hayman et. al., rarity seekers should own 
the Macmillan Field Guide to North Atlantic Shorebirds by Richard 
Chandler. The Macmillan Field Guide to [British] Bird Identification is 
also very useful. 
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PACIFIC GOLDEN-PLOVER. The Lesser Golden-Plover (as in Tufts) has now 
been split into our common Am. Golden-Plover, and the Pacific Golden-
Plover. The published details of our one sight record of the latter in 
Autumn 1994 include only one generally discriminatory field-mark, the 
"bright yellow" supercillium, although some warn that this can be quite 
buffy in Americans, the young of which can also be strongly gold
spangled (see 1987, NSB 29(1) centre). The safest distinctions are its 
different call and especially the much shorter primary projection beyond 
the longer tertials. I know of no other published East Coast records to 
date. 

COMMON RINGED PLOVER. This bird nests in the n.e. Canadian Arctic, and 
there are 2-3 sightings for Newfound1and, one for s. Quebec, and one 
from New England. Our first sighting in Autumn 1985, although tersely 
documented, stressed the diagnostic call note. Although a second bird 
was extensive1y documented, with a photo (NSB 1990, 32(2): 19-21), I 
have.had second thoughts, much to the disgust of my co-sighters and co
authors. This was because since then, a purportedly diagnostic field
mark for juveniles has surfaced: the dark extension of the "mask" on the 
Semipalmated rises over the base of the bill, leaving a small white gap 
over the gape, while the dark lores of the Ringed Plover meet the bill 
at the gape (Mullarney, 1991, Birding World, 3: 254-258). Our bird (see 
photo in NSB) showed a somewhat paler, although "messy" area over the 
gape, making its identity less certain. However, last summer I 
photographed a Ringed Plover in England with a similar "messy" pale area 
over the gape. Some day, I'll write up these details with photos. The 
characteristic call was given by a third bird in Nov. 1993. 

SNOWY PLOVER. I am aware of a possible sighting on Cape Sable some years 
ago, but there appear to be no good East Coast records otherwise north 
of the Mid-Atlantic States. It has occurred twice in recent years in 
southern Ontario, presumably from the mid-continent populations. This 
one seems most unlikely to occur here. 

MOUNTAIN PLOVER. One was reported in fall 1993, but never written up. 
There are old records from Massachusetts and Virginia. Any reports would 
have to exclude some Old-World, juvenile look-alikes, including 
Mongolian Plover, for which th·ere is a 1991 East Coast record. 

EUROPEAN OYSTERCATCHER. With a first N. Am. record of this bird in 
Newfoundland in spring 1994, all future reports of the otherwise 
unmistakable American species bird will have to exclude this close 
European relative, which should call attention by its blackish back. 

BLACK-NECKED STILT. Our two occurrences (Tufts; I have seen the film of 
the 1979 birds) should soon be repeated, as it now regularly reaches New 
England from its breeding range from Delaware south, there is a record 
for the Quebec North Shore in July 1989, and another for P.E.I. for July 
1994. 

COMMON GREENSHANR. The thrill for several observers of our autumn 1988 
bird may not soon be repeated, as there are on1y two other. eastern~
Am. records: in Newfoundland through much of 1983-1985, and in Quebec in 
early May 1993. 

SPOTTED REDSHANR. Our older reports of "Redshank" were almost certainly 
this species (see Tufts, p. 456). Given the scattering of recent East 
Coast records, it is a little surprising that we had to wait so long for 
one to turn up here: at Hartlen Pt., Sept. 17, 1993 (1994, AB 48: 82; 
not in NSB: I have seen the photo). Interestingly, the first N. Am. 
Common Redshanks, which should never be confusable with the Spotted, 
appeared in southeast Newfoundland in early May this year. 

SMALL TRINGA SPECIES. Our old record of Green Sandpiper is suspect 
(Tufts, p. 456). Two were claimed by a single observer in Chicoutimi, 
Que., on May 14, 1993. There have been confirmed sightings of Wood 
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Sandpiper on Barbados in October 1955, in Rye, N.Y., in October 1990 and 
on the Queen Charlottes, B.c., in November 1994, and a "possible" in 
1976 in Louisiana. With such a spread, anything might happen. I have 
also wondered if some of our very late Spotted Sandpipers (see Tufts) 
should have been better scrutinized as possible Common sandpipers from 
Europe. (This is a tricky i.d.; see the Macmillan Field Guides noted 
above.) 

LITTLE CURLEW. We probably have to abandon all hopes for the Eskimo 
curlew. But, there is a very suggestive sight record of its Eurasian 
re1ative for P.E.I. on 12 September 1992 (1993, AB 47: 56). Another was 
reported from Nova Scotia in summer 1993, but not written up. Of course, 
all such sightings would have to exclude small, abnormally short-billed 
Whimbrels. 

EURASIAN CURLEW. Our 1978 sight record (Tufts) was one of four from 
North America up to that time. since then, an individual was in 
Massachusetts periodically in fall 1984, and another turned up in 
Newfoundland on Jan. 7, 1991. A very worn individual of the more regular 
European race of Whimbrel, with a similar white tail and rump, is a 
possible confusion bird, but has a very different call. 

LONG-BILLED CURLEW. In addition to the old records (Tufts), two were 
reported in fall 1989, the one on Brier I. fully documented (1991, NSB 
33 (1): 45). Very long-billed female Whimbrels, in very worn plumage 
(almost stripeless on head), can be confusing, especially in warm, late
day lighting. One such Whimbrel was seen in the vicinity of the Cole 
Hbr. sighting in August 1989. There have been only a half-dozen reports 
for the East Coast north of the Mid-Atlantic States in the last decade, 
so we must be careful. 

EURASIAN GODWITS. We now have two fully documented or photographed Bar
tailed Godwits for the province ( 1992, NSB 34 ( 1) : 55-56; 1995, NSB 
37 (2): 8), but no Black-tailed as yet. The former was annual in New 
England during the 1970s, but only 3-4 fall migrants, in addition to 
ours, have been reported for the East Coast between 1985-1995. One of 
the Asian race baueri was noted in Quebec in Sept. 1990. The Black
tailed has been more regular of late. There were four earlier spring 
records for Newfoundland, and about 12 East Coast reports since 1985, 
about half in spring and half in late June and July, during the last 
decade. 

EURASIAN STINTS. The two usual wandering stints, the Little and Rufous
necked, are not always easily identified, and often appear as 
"possible", or "apparent" in AB. Since the mid-1980s, both species have 
been annual somewhere on the East Coast, the former less common and the 
latter more so in the last few years. Our Little stint of Oct. 1983 
(Tufts) was fully documented and photographed. A description was given 
of one seen on Sept, 17, 1988, Two subsequent sightings (Oct 14, 1990, 
and 20 Aug., 1994) were not written up, although descriptions were said 
to be on file. Without photographs, "feather-by-feather" descriptions 
are called for. Juvenile Rufous-necked Stints, as yet unrecorded here, 
are similar to Little Stints, and some Semipalmated juveniles can be 
quite fine-billed, brightly rufous, and even have whitish V-marks on the 
back (see photo and discussion in 1988, NSB, 30: centre). No one has 
reported a Temminck's stint here, although an "apparent" one was at 
Cacouna, Que., on Aug. 5, 1988. There appear to be no good records of 
Long-toed Stint for the East Coast. 

SHARP-TAILED SANDPIPER. Quite regular in the West, it is less so on the 
East Coast, where there have only been about 8-10 reports in the last 
decade. Possible confusion species are very small female Ruffs and odd
plumaged Pectorals (I have a slide of one of the latter in Vancouver 
with almost no breast-streaking) • The one reported here, on Aug. 9, 
1989, was well described (1990, NSB, 32(1): 30), but noted as 
"representing an extraordinarily early date for a juvenile"; all N. Am. 
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reports of juveniles have been post-August. The sighting was considered 
(in AB, 44: 47) as "best left on hold until more information is obtained 
on mid-summer plumages of this Asiatic species." 

"COX'S SANDPIPER". North American birders became very excited when an 
apparent juvenile of this bird, hitherto only known only from Australia, 
turned up in Massachusetts, and exhaustively studied (1987, AB 41:1359-
1369). A possible one was reported from Cape Sable in 1993, but not 
documented. However, the fervour has subsided, since it is now generally 
agreed that this "species" is one or more hybrids between Sharp-tailed 
or Pectoral with Curlew Sandpiper or possibly even Ruff. 

BROAD-BILLED SANDPIPER. Our single sighting, on Sept. 9, 1990, was not 
written up in NSB. Given the briefness of observation, and the fact that 
it would be the only one for N. Arn. outside Alaska, it is best taken as 
"apparent", as in the title of the detailed description (1992, AB, 46: 
48-59). 

SKUAS. It is now clear that most of our skuas from spring through summer 
are south Polar, and probably all in winter are Great Skua. Now the 
excitement concerns the possible occurrence of Antarctic (Brown) Skua. 
One was identified by "consensus" off N. ands. Carolina in Aug. 1993, 
and an undocumented Nova Scotia "possible" was noted on Georges Bank on 
June 19, 1993. However, occurrences of this taxonomically complex, 
difficult-to-identify, species (or subspecies?) will probably require 
specimen evidence. 

COMMENTS ON GULLS. Gulls are the bane of beginning birders and the 
delight of the more advanced ones. Some gulls take years to go through 
several plumage changes from juvenile to adult, they are prone to much 
feather wear and aberrant molts, some species hybridize readily, others 
have distinctive subspecies, and, finally, species have been subject to 
some "lumping" and "splitting" of late. The late Peter Grant's Gulls, a 
Guide to Identification (2nd ed., 1986, T. & A.O. Poyser) is a starting 
point for all serious gull-watchers. Here I do not deal with relatively 
regular vagrants like Franklin's, Little, Lesser Black-backed, Sabine's, 
and Ivory Gull, and even the delightful Ross' Gull, although they may 
pose i.d. problems in some plumages. I also avoid Thayer's Gull, which 
is now recognized as a subspecies of the Iceland Gull, and which some of 
us argue about each winter. I dwell on those that pose problems of 
taxonomy or identification. I also include some that have never been 
seen here, but might be. 

MEW GULL. Of course the European common Gull, which is now quite regular 
with us in winter, is rated as the same species as our prairie-nesting, 
N. Arn. Mew Gull. However, the juveniles are very different, and the 
adults are subtly distinct. One of our birds, in King's co. in Nov. 1976 
(see 1980, NSBS Newsletter 22 (1) :centre), was probably of the North 
American race. These are certainly worth seeking, as there is talk of a 
"split". 

CALIFORNIA GULL. The first-winter bird from Sable I. (1994, NSB 36(1): 
8) has not been documented. Sometime I will deal with this record and 
the identification problems posed by early first-winter birds. The 
species has turned up in Quebec and New Brunswick in recent years. 

EUROPEAN HERRING GULLS. Individuals of the western European and 
Icelandic subspecies argenteus and the Scandinavian argentatus have been 
documented in Newfoundland, and might be looked for here. First winter 
birds of both are more "checkered" and paler than ours. Dark-mantled 
Herring gulls with pink legs, unattributable to any subspecies, have 
occurred in several East Coast localities. The best guide to 
identification and taxonomy of the European Herring Gull complex 
(including Yellow-legged; see below) is the Macmillan Field Guide to 
Bird Identification. 
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YELLOW-LEGGED GULL. Until recently classed as 2-3 subspecies of Herring 
Gull, this southern European species is now on the "official" North 
American list (see Wiles and Czaplak, 1994, Wilson Bull. 106: 344-356). 
Photos and description of what may be the first Nova Scotia (5th N. Am.) 
occurrence are under review by experts for publication in a later issue. 
A bird thought to be of the related Larus heugleni (also once classed as 
a Herring Gull) was noted on the upper Sagueney region, Quebec, in Nov. 
1992 

SLATY-BACKED GULL. These large, dark-backed, east-Asian gulls have been 
turning up widely in North America in recent years. I saw my first in 
Saskatchewan in June 1989. An adult was in the Niagara area in winter 
1992-93 and a 2nd-winter bird at Chicoutimi, Que., in Sept. 1994. 
They're getting closer! 

SOUTHERN TERNS. All of the expected southern terns have been found here 
except for Bridled Tern, which has bypassed us with three Newfoundland 
records. In the past decade it has nested in the Mid-Atlantic States 
(one in a tern colony in Connecticut in June 1992), and a few have 
turned up after Hurricanes in New York, Connecticut, and Maine. They 
might even be sought as natural wanderers offshore, like the one in a 
"warm water patch" off New Yorlc in Sept. 1988 and another off Delaware 
in Aug. 1993. The Brown Noddy is far less likely, although they are seen 
occasionally off the mid-Atlantic States. Far more outrageous are the 
three N. Am. records of the S. Am. Large-billed Tern, the most recent in 
New Jersey in May 1988. When scrutinizing one of our occasional Least 
Terns, we should be aware of the remote possibility of the very similar, 
Old-World Little Tern, which has a white (not gray) rump, and has a very 
different call. 

WHITE-WINGED TERN. Why have we not seen this somewhat regular visitor 
here? New Brunswick was favoured in summer 1968 and 1971. Individuals 
have bred with Black Terns for three summers in St. Gideon, Que., in the 
mid-1980s, and in N.Y. State in 1994. Otherwise, almost all of the 10 or 
so reports since the mid-1980s have been for summer. Even more startling 
was North America's first report of the related Whiskered Tern during 
July-Aug. 1993 in Delaware and Virginia. 

PACIFIC ALCIDS. There are several old records of Marbled Murrelet for 
eastern N. America. More recently, individuals near Montreal in Nov. 
1979, in Massachusetts in Sept. 1982, an in N. Carolina in Dec. 1994 
were of the eastern Siberian subspecies (some say a different species), 
and others in southwest Newfoundland in mid-July(!) 1989 and in Florida 
in Dec. 1987 were unattributed. There have been even more frequent 
inland occurrences of Ancient Murrelet, most recently on L. Ontario in 
Oct.-Nov. 1994, but none appears to have reached the East Coast. 
However, anything is possible; look closely at all Dovekies! 
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The Puffin decoration was designed by Bob 

Dickie and is modeled here by President Lise 

Cohrs 
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These two photos by Sylvia Fullerton serve to confirm Nova Scotia's third Greater 
Golden-Plover, which appeared on Cherry Hill Beach, on May 13. It is a female of the 
expected northern race, judging from the extensive blackish below, but not on the facial 
region. 
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A TREK AROUND INDIAN ISLAND 
Lise Cohrs 

Photographs by Eric Cooke 

June 3 brought together four stalwart individuals to venture forth to Indian Island. 
wish I could say it was a beautiful sunny morning, but it was a more typical Nova 

Scotia June morning-foggy and cool. David Currie, Ken Gregoire, Eric Cooke and myself 
all met at 8:30 a.m. at the jetty of Peter Bell of Bush Island, Lunenburg County for the 
trip. Indian Island Is owned by the Sanctuary and Scholarship Trust Fund. 

The purpose of the trip was to determine what species of birds were nesting on 
Indian Island, and the condition of the Island in terms of amount of tree coverage, 
detritus washed up on shore and level of human interference. We discovered that landing 
on the island is extremely difficult because of rocky ledges, tidal surges and choppy 
seas. However, we were fortunate to have perfect conditions for landing and a skilled 
boatman at the helm. Still, one had to be nimble to scramble over the seaweed-strewn 
rocks to the cobblestone beachhead. 

Intrepid SSTF directors Ken, Dave and Lise 

Once landed, we began circumnavigating the island. Many Great Black-backed 
Gulls were nesting and the chicks were Just beginning to hatch. On average, one had 
hatched with one or two eggs still in the nest. None of the hatchlings were out of the 
nest yet. The Black-backed Gulls tended to nest near the edges of the island or on the 
beachfront, while the Herring Gulls nested more towards the center. Numbers of Great 
Black-backed Gull nests were estimated at 500+ and Herring Gull nests at 400+. As 
well, we found about two dozen fresh petrel burrows and evidence of nesting Guillimots 
were apparent along the southern end of the island. We estimated 40 pairs of Black 
Guillimots. 
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Double-crested Cormorants had taken up residence in the remnants of old spruce 
trees from one end of the island to the other. Ken observed that the better nest 
locations were taken by more mature adults. He also noted that the more mature birds 
had constructed much more structurally sound nests, while the younger adults merely 
threw a few sticks together and hoped for the best. Some of the nests were barely held 
together at all. We even found cormorants nesting on the ground. The cormorant nests 
were all in the egg stage at this point. Estimated numbers of nests were 200+. 

Ken checking cormorant nests 

What I didn't expect to find were the numbers of Common Eider nesting on the 
island. David, Eric, Ken and I all remarked on how many nests we found. Most nests 
had three eggs, and many young Eider were running along the ground. We noted that 
the Eider tended to nest deep beneath spruce trees, in the scrubby, longer grassy areas 
or near the groves of wild raspberries. David and I both came to the conclusion that 
female Eiders do most of the work when it comes to nesting and bringing up the young. 
We noted that females cooperate in rearing groups of young birds. 

We observed that when .the females left the nests unattended they scraped the 
down that lines the nest over the eggs to keep them warm while they were gone. On 
our trip around we came across a group of seven young Eiders running from the grass 
toward the water. Ken had mentioned earlier that we should try to flush the young 
birds back towards the grass to deter them from running down to the water. 
Apparently, if the birds are too young to go to water, they become easy prey to Gulls. 
Before we could whisk the birds back toward the grass we witnessed a most 
extraordinary phenomenon. There were two adult female Eiders in attendance on these 
young birds as we approached. One of the females put on the broken-wing act and 
fluttered vehemently along the ground. She did this across the beachfront, down to the 
water's edge and into the water. Meanwhile the other female led the seven young birds 
into the underbrush. I thought to myself that the Eiders have a most cooperative 
society. Several c&ches of Eider were seen by all, swimming along the island edges as 
we walked along. · 
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Ken looking for guillemot nests 

We also saw some shorebirds and passerines on the walk. Yellow and Yellow-rumped 
Warblers were seen in the thickers of raspberries. Savannah Sparrows and Spotted 
Sandpipers frequented the shoreline, and of course, Song Sparrows were in residence all 
,over the island. 

As we returned to our starting point, an hour had elapsed and our window of time 
to get off the island was almost up. (It is Imperative that we leave on a rising tide and 
when the wind is low). Our skipper, Peter Bell, had utilized his time by rescuing lobster 
traps and buoys. As we left the island, I looked back at the cormorants grouped like 
sentinels and the rafts of Eiders frolicking in the surf with the gulls reeling overhead and 
thought how lucky the Bird Society is to have such an island and what potential it has 
for breeding seabirds. 
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FORTHCOMING FIELD TRIPS 

Reminder: Please be sure to phone the field trip leader or contact person ah.ead of time 
to register for the trip. In this way no trip is .oversubscribed and you can be contacted 
in case of cancellation. 

JULY 

Sat. 29 North River, C.B. Leader: John Mc
Kay (562-3956). Meet at 8:00 a.m. 
at the C.B. Shopping Centre, Sydney 
River. 

AUGUST 

Mon. 7 President's Field Day, Crescent 
Beach: Leader: Lise Cohrs (477-
6036). Meet at 8:15 a.m. at the 
Western Parking area at the 
entrance to Crescent Beach, Lun. 
Co. for a Shorebird bonanza. 

Sat. 12 Yarmouth Area. Leader: Eric Ruff 
(H 742-8145 or W 742-5539). Meet 
at the former CPR station at 8:30 
a.m. Bring a lunch and suitable 
footwear for rocky and wet walking. 

Sat. 19 Matthew's Lake. Leader: David Young (656-2225). Meet at the parking lot 
at Hemeon's Head at 10:30 a.m. To get there, proceed down Hwy. 103 to 
exit 23. Go south for 2 miles (3.6 km) until the "Lighthouse Route" 
turns left at the Little Harbour sign. Proceed down this road for 
about 6 miles (9 km) to a stop sign. Continue straight about 2 more 
miles (3.6 km) until the end of the road Is reached at Hemeon's Head 
(approx. 2 ½ hrs. from Halifax). Wear waterproof boots or be prepared 
to wade barefoot for a short distance. Walking distance is about 5-6 

· miles in 3-4 hours. 

Sat. 19 Economy Area. Leader: Francis Spalding (647-2837). Meet at the general store 
at 9:00 a.m. Returning shorebirds and birds of the area. Great scenery 

Sat. 26 

Sat. 26 

Sept.l-4 

Sat. 16 

and lots of back roads. 

Hartlen's Point. Leader: Fulton Lavender (455-4966). Meet at 8:00 a.m. 
at the old entrance to the golf course. 

Point Michaud, C.B. Leader: George Digout (535-3516). Meet at 9:00 
a.m. at the Department of Transport building, Hwy. 4 and Point Michaud 
Turnoff, St. Peters. 

SEPTEMBER 

Bon Portage Island (Labour Day Weekend). Leader: Joan Czapalay (637-2402 
or Barrington High School(637-2116 and leave a message). Arrive at 
Prospect Point wharf, Shag Harbour, for a Friday 6:30 p.m. crossing. 
Depart Island about 3:00 p.m. on Monday, Sept. 4. There is a fee for the 
boat trip and accommodations on the Island. Bring your own food, 
drinking water, sleeping gear, suitable clothing and footwear, flashlight 
and a sheet for the mattress. 

Fullers Bridge, C.B. Leader: Dave McCorquodale (794-2172). Meet at 
Marlon Bridge at 8:00 a.m. 
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Sat. 16 Minas Basin, Ponds and Woods. Leader: Richard Stern (678-1975). Meet 
at 2:00 p.m. at the gate at the lower end of Blomidon Provincial Park. 
The trip will end at dusk-bring a picnic supper. (the time of the trip 
is chosen to accommodate the tides.) 

Sun. 24 Northumberland Shore. Leader: Stu Tingley (506-532-0885). Meet at 10:00 
a.m. at the bridge over the Tignish River at Tignish Bridge (Rte 366) The 
trip will end at Port Howe at approximately 4:30 p.m. 

Sat. 30 Hartlen's Point & Eastern Shore. Leader: Fulton Lavender (455-4966). 
Meet at the old entrance to Hartlen's Point Golf Course at 8:00 a.m. 

OCTOBER 

Oct. 6-9 Bon Porta e Island (Thanks ivin Weekend . Contact Person: Angus 
MacLean 679-5878 . Meet at the Prospect Point wharf on Friday at 6:00 
p.m. There will be a charge for the boat trip and accommodations on the 
Island. Bring food, sleeping gear, drinking water, appropriate clothing 
and footwear, flashlight and a sheet to cover the mattress. Pre 
-registration is necessary. Leave Island at about 2:00 p.m. on Monday. 

Sat. 14 Changing of the Yard, Cape Breton. Leader: Jr. Metcalfe (849-5054). 

Sat. 11 

Meet in the parking lot of the former Heavy Water Plant, Glace Bay, at 
8:00 a.m. 

NOVEMBER 

Northern Head, Cape Breton. Leader Alan Murrant (737-2684). Meet in 
parking lot of the former Heavy Water Plant at 8:00 a.m. Be prepared for 
a l½ hour rugged hike and dress warmly. 

DECEMBER 

Christmas Bird Counts. Watch for announcements of the Count(s) in your area 
and participate!! 

Sat. 13 

JANUARY 

Sewer Stroll I. (if bad weather, the 14th) Leader: Fulton Lavender 
(455-4966). Meet at Hartlen's Point at 8:00 a.m. This is an all day 
trip and ends at Herring Cove via Bedford. 

Any questions or suggestions should be directed to the Field Trip Co-ordinator, 
Angus MacLean (679-5878), 2992 Lovett Road, Coldbrook, N.S. B4R 1A4. If anyone is 
interested in leading the October field trip to Bon Portage Island, please . let Angus 
know. The reward is free accommodations!! 

Sat. 29 

NOTE: the following trip is sponsored by the South Shore 
Naturalist's Club and may be of interest to our members all of 
whom are invited to attend: 

Evangeline Beach. Leader: Peter MacDonald. Meet either at the 
DesBrisay Museum, Bridgewater at 1:00 p.m. or at the Chimney Swift 
chimney (Robie Tufts Nature Centre), Wolfville, at 2:30 p.m. (High tide 
ls at 3:00 p.m. 
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR 

Editor, Nova Scotia Birds: 

Hoorah for Dennis Paulson! When I read his article in the April issue I had an 
eerie feeling of deja-vu. Once we had two Halifax area Audubon Christmas counts. The 
data collected in these counts spanned more than forty years. 

Along came the twitchers, and listers, the self-styled hotshot birders. "If we 
selected the right location and saturated the area counting and recounting the peripatetic 
flocks at feeders we could get a hundred species", they said. And they did, and so 
what? 

The location is such that forty percent of the area is at sea and not covered. 
What does that do to the integrity of the data? What is the scientific value of derived 
correction data such as numbers per party mile or hour? In any case, of what value is 
the Big Day approach to establishing population trends? Is there any scientific 
significance if there is no Marsh Wren this year, two last year and one next year? 
Small numbers of birds are simply ignored in any analysis of. Christmas Bird Count data 
as statistically useless, but the diversion of effort to creat a Big Day defeats the 
original purpose of counts. During the 1933 Winter Big Day, 98 species were counted. 
Of these, 51 had less than 10 individuals seen, and 40 (or more than 40%) had three or 
less. How much effort was wasted cataloging some 60 of the 24, 455 birds counted? 
This is the real problem of distorting a count into a competition. 

I know that Christmas counts are the business of the compilers and not that of the 
Nova Scotia Bird Society, but some of our members can take heart, because. a few die
hards are still plodding away at the old Halifax East and West counts to maintain the 
years of past data. So, if you are asked in December to go on a count, remember that 
you have a choice. If you want to go on a Winter Big Day, have a big day and Merry 
Christmas. 

Yours for better birding 
John L. Cohrs. 

A beautiful male Summer Tanager was photographed by 
Patricia Gillis on her property at St. George's 
Channel, West Bay, Richmond Co., on April 15, 1995. 
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HOW TO PHOTOGRAPH BIRDS 
Fred Greene 

PART II 

Film with an ISO (ASA) rating of 100 or less will give you better contrast, greater 
sharpness, richer and more highly saturated colors, blacker blacks and finer grain than 
higher speed film, and it should be used whenever light conditions allow. 

I use Fuji ISO 100 slide film and when a little extra speed is required I expose it 
at 200 and have a local camera store "push process" it. This film handles "pushing" very 
well; unfortunately, the processing cost is almost double! The high speed film that I 
have used in the past has mainly been tossed out except for photographs "kept for the 
record"! 

Slide Film versus Print Film 
There are few people, even in a general audience, who do not appreciate viewing 

good photographs of birds. Print films however, are very restrictive for those that 
belong to larger organizations such as the N.S. Bird Society and the Photographic Guild 
of Nova Scotia because small prints cannot be satisfactorily shown to an audience beyond 
the second row of seats; they are simply too small; and large prints are too expensive. 
Slide film on the other hand is less expensive and may be projected for the enjoyment of 
a very large audience. 

Red-tailed Hawk, .March 1990, printed from a colour slide 
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Calibrate your Camera for Slide Film: 
Camera meters are set by the manufacturer to "overexpose" color slide film. This 

is done purposely because print film has greater latitude on the overexposure side and 
because color negative films represent more than 95% of the total film sold today. 

If you use slide film and have experienced overexposed (light) slides, as most 
people have, you can calibrate your camera meter to expose slide film correctly if your 
camera has a manual film s eed settin . Remove any filter from the lens, set the film 
speed dial at 64, the shutter speed at I 60 sec. and the aperture at fl6. Point it at the. 
bluest part of a blue sky at noon on a sunny cloudless day. The meter should read 1/60 
sec. at fl6. If It does not (and I take bets) It will not expose slide film properly. 

Calibrate the meter by turning the film speed dial until it does read 1/60 sec. at f16 
while metering the dark blue sky. (A tripod will make the calibration much easier). If 
you end up with the film speed dial at 80 and not the original setting of 64 then you 
know that your camera is overexposing slide film by 1 /3 F stop. (The higher the number 
indicated the less exposure will result, exposure values are normally given in 1/3 stops). 
For all other slide films you use after this test, set your film speed dial at 1/3 less than 
the manufacturers recommendation. That is, ISO 100 film would be set at 120; ISO 50 
would be set on 64, etc. 

I have tested camera meters that have been set by the manufacturer to overexpose 
film by as much as one full f stop, that is ISO 100 film had to be set at 200 on the 
exposure meter dial to get proper color saturation. 

Accurate metering; 
If the area being metered is darker in tone than average, which is 18% neutral 

gray, then be aware that your meter will read it as If it were neutral gray and 
overexpose the photograph. If the area bring metered is much lighter than neutral gray 
then your camera will underexpose the photograph. 

Study the area being metered and allow more or less light to reach the film by 
compensating with the aperture or the shutter speeds (or on some cameras the exposure 
compensation dial). The amount will vary from 1 /3 to 2 f stops. To become proficient 
at metering, always bracket each exposure by 1/2 stop over and 1/2 stop under, and 
when uncertain by a full stop over and under also. 

On the end of an unfinished roll of slide film run the following tests. Put a white 
object on a dark surface and a dark object on a white surface and bracket by 1/2, 1, 1-
1/2 and 2 f stops over and under your meter reading. Keep good notes. and compare the 
results. 

To expose a dark subject like a crow, raven, starling or cormorant correctly; meter 
an average area in the same light as the bird (if necessary adjust it to middle gray) 
then compensate for the dark color by opening the aperture one stop, or halve the 
shutter speed. 

Check the Sensitivity of your Camera Meter: 
What areas of your viewfinder is your meter actually metering and to what degree? 

The following is an easy procedure to check the area of sensitivity of your camera 
meter. Tum your camera on and switch it to manual mode. A lens between the focal 
length of 35mm and 85mm is best. Place a household bulb app. 100-150 watts (ie. a 
lamp with its shade removed), in an otherwise darkened room at a distance of about 10 
feet. While looking through the viewfinder focus on the bulb in the middle of the 
viewfinder and adjust the aperture, shutter and film speed until you get a normal 
reading. Then, move the camera slowly to the top, bottom, and to the sides, monitoring 
the needles deflection, or the digital readout. 

Most modem camera meters are heavily centreweighted, older models may be the 
averaging type, some have spot metering capabilities; etc. To make award winning 
pictures you must understand your camera's meter and become familiar with it! 
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Battery Tips: 
Never touch a camera battery with your fingers, always use a clean tissue or cloth 

to install or remove them from your camera. (Oil and salt from your fingertips may 
cause a poor electrical connection). 

When your camera is put aside for a period of time, remove the batteries from the 
camera and put them in a tightly sealed container (a pill bottle works fine for very 
small batteries) and store them in a freezer. This will greatly extend the useful life of 
your batteries and keep them from corroding the battery terminals of your camera. 

Tips on Print Film Processing Labs: 
You may have a good negative but have received back a poor print from the lab. 

That great looking sunset picture you took did not come out as you remembered the 
scene, no rich saturated warm colors, instead only flat mid-tone colors and burned out 
highlights. If this is the case look at the negative through a magnifier and if the 
exposure seems to have good detail take the negative and print back to the lab and ask 
for a "remake"! 

There can be a considerable difference in the quality of the prints produced from 
lab to lab. My experience has been that one hour labs, stores that send out their 
processing to a central lab, and film sent by film mailers to a distant lab, may offer 
discount prices for processing prints but they are often inconsistent in quality and limit 
or will not do re-makes. 

I have had the best results from local camera stores that do their own print 
processing "in House". Often you can deal with the person in charge of the lab 
regarding re-makes and they are usually knowledgeable and will recommend film, choice 
of print paper, and are helpful in choosing negatives to make enlargements, etc. 

I wish you "Good Birding"! 

For information on the Photographic Guild of Nova Scotia Contact: 
Ruby Brown, Treasurer 
Photographic Guild of Nova Scotia 
9 Story Court 
Bedford, Nova Scotia 
B4A 3R8 
Phone (902) 835-6989 

Fred Greene APSA, AFIAP, has been the "Photographer of the Year" at the Photographic 
Guild of Nova Scotia on eight occasions. He has lectured and judged international 
exhibitions in Canada, USA and the U.K. He has received more than 700 international 
awards for his photography. 
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BIRDING DIGBY COUNTY--THE FRENCH SHORE 

by Captain Hubert Hall 

Most people who go to Brier Island on birding expeditions for the spring and fall 
migrations are familiar with the island itself; but what about birding along the way from 
Yarmouth northward towards Digby; and southward on Digby Neck along Route 217? 
There is a detailed description of the birding "hots spots" on Brier Island in the 
excellent publication Birding Nova Scotia, published by the Nova Scotia Bird Society 
under the capable editorship of Shirley Cohrs. This is a brief description of some of the 
sometimes rewarding stops that can be made along the way between Yarmouth Digby and 
Brier Island. ' 

From our home in Overton, just outside Yarmouth, to our arrival at Brier Island 
usually takes three hours by car and ferry. It is helpful to remember that the first 
ferry at East Ferry leaves for Tiverton on Long Island on the half hour. The other 
important time is leaving Westport, on Brier Island, which takes place at twenty five 
minutes past the hour. The other times are not important as ferries are scheduled to 
connect with those two departure times. 

When proceeding northward on Route 1, the first stop of interest is the marsh at 
Salmon River. If this is a spring trip, you will be on the lookout for Great Blue Herons 
and here you are likely to see one or more from your car window. Black Ducks are 
usually present in the small ponds scattered throughout the marsh. 

A few kilometres farther along a detour along the dirt road past the Cape View 
Diner and across the sand dunes gives good views of the many ponds in the marshes. 
Here wading birds, ducks and herons can usually be seen before rejoining Route 1 at 
Mavilette. Or depending on the amount of time you have, you might want to take the 
short drive out to Cape St. Mary lighthouse. There is a good view from the cliffs near 
the lighthouse of St. Mary's Bay with its attendant seaducks, Gannets, grebes, loons and 
perhaps Guillemots. the same species are sometimes within viewing distance of the 
wharves at Meteghan as well. 

About two kilometres after passing Meteghan River, keep a sharp lookout for a 
small dirt road turning to the left which leads you across the marsh to the beach. I am 
never quite sure whether this is still in Meteghan River or Saulnierville. The shores of 
the pond on your left can be quite productive at time with wading birds, ducks and gulls 
present. On one of our spring stops there, we spotted a large flock of Purple 
Sandpipers feeding amongst the rocks just off the beach. Of course, the t1de was low 
at the time, which made this sighting possible. If it is high tide, you have a better 
chance of seeing seaducks, loons, grebes and mergansers at short range than if the tide 
is out. 

Farther along, almost to Church Point ( Pointe d' Eglise), and just before you get to 
the rappie pie store, is another dirt road over a causeway which leads to the low cliffs 
overlooking the bay. The pond usually has a few ducks, including Ring-necked ducks in 
the spring. We have also seen American Bitterns here as well as Killdeer picking at 
gravel on the road. Early swallows may be swooping over the pond for their first taste 
of our Nova Scotia mosquitos or other insects after their long flight from the south. 

In case you are travelling northward on Route 340 from Hebron to Weymouth, all is 
not wasteland along that route. The Mini Wilderness Park at Corberrie is an excellent 
place to stop for a short walk to stretch your legs ( there are toilets there too). There 
among the mature hard and softwood trees you may see a variety of warblers and other 
woodland birds, including Pileated Woodpecker, and ducks in Wentworth Lake, where the 
path skirts the shore of the lake. Because the trees in this park are mostly mature 
ones, it is sometimes difficult to spot birds that are heard in the treetops because of 
their height and density of limbs. However, that merely adds to the challenge of 
successfully identifying those mysterious squeaks, chirps and warbles. 

If you are travelling on Route I 01, across the bridge at Weymouth North, a short 
stop can be rewarding. Ducks, wading birds, herons, gulls or terns may be seen from the 
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roadside, depending on the state of the tide. 

We like to include a stop at Digby on one of our trips to the area, even though it 
is off the main route from Yarmouth to Brier Island: The public wharf across from the 
main street at Digby is an excellent place to stop for a sandwich and cup of coffee (or 
tea , whichever you have brought along.) From here there is a good view of whatever 
seabirds are present, which might include Buffleheads, grebes, loons and other ducks. 

From Digby, as you proceed southward on Route 217 along Digby Neck, a stop at 
the ponds on your right at Rossway is a must. Here we have at various times, seen 
herons, Bitterns, wading birds, peeps, Hooded Mergansers, Kingfishers and other 
interesting species in the bushes just behind the marsh. 

The last stop before reaching East Ferry is at Tiddville Marsh. From the high 
vantage point overlooking the marsh and with a telescope, there are usually a number of 
ducks paddling amongst the rushes. However, the last few times we have stopped there, 
we have seen fewer birds than in the past--but isn't that the c&se with a lot of places? 

After leaving the ferry at Tiverton, there is the mad dash to get on the ferry at 
Freeport, the last stop before Brier Island. It never ceases to amaze me why traffic is 
bent on being the first to reach Freeport--there is always plenty of time after getting 
there before the ferry leaves for Westport. 

One other diversion that we usually take is the dirt road across the marsh and 
dykes just at the head of St. Mary's Bay. At various points along the dykes there are 
views of the flats, if the tide is out. From these, Black-bellied Plover, herons and 
seaducks may be seen. I always look hopefully at the tops of all the fenceposts along 
the way across the fields, so that I won't miss the elusive Eastern Meadowlark. 
Unfortunately, I have never seen one on any of those posts--yet. 

Gordon and Judy Tufts, during their breeding bird survey 
near Falmouth in June 1994, lured this Black-billed 
Cuckoo closer for confirmation, using a tape of its 
"song". Photo by Judy Tufts. 
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AN EAGLE AFFAIR 

Douglas L. Roy 

This event occurred when my wife and I were spending a weekend at the summer 
home of our friends Pat and Ross at Cape John, Pictou County. For those not familiar 
with Nova Scotia geography, Cape John is a narrow peninsula beginning at the ~illage of 
River John, and then jutting, into Northumberland Strait for a distance of ten kilometers. 
Our host's summer home is on a low lying area of the cape, and there are several salt 
ponds lying immediately adjacent to their home. As one might expect, the area is a 
veritable bonanza for water fowl, and is well known to local birders. After arriving, and 
while having a tour of the property, I commented on the number and variety of water 
fowl on the salt ponds, which included Blue and Green-winged Teal, Blacks, mergansers 
and Mallards, as well as a number of shorebirds, including a Great Blue Heron. In 
addition to wild fowl, our hosts had a number of domestic ducks. Ross commented that 
in addition they had an eagle in residence--well, not quite in residence, but the nest was 
"just down the cape" and he waved his hand in that direction. He then went on to say, 
"and you should see the birds evacuate the area when Mr. Eagle shows up. Even the 
tame ducks scurry into their house." 

The following day, while having lunch, looking out the window, Ross exclaimed, 
"here he comes!" Sure enough, looking to the westward, I could clearly identify the 
eagle's approach, gliding in at a height of about one hundred feet. As if on command, 
all the birds on the pond simultaneously took off and vacated the area, excepting the 
Blue Heron. The tame ducks scurried into their shelter, true to our host's words. The 
heron, as we know, is no speedster. Airborn, but lumbering in flight like a Lancaster 
bomber, he was attacked by the eagle while still over the water. The eagle failed in 
this initial attack, but quickly turned and made his second attack. By this time the 
heron was over land. The eagle made no mistake in this effort, and with his powerful 
curved beak, quickly broke the heron's neck. The eagle and heron dropped onto the 
field and out of our vision behind low spruce trees, about seventy-five yards from where 
we were sitting. 

"Let's go", said Ross, and we made our way toward the scene of the crime. While 
on the way, the eagle quickly arose in flight, gained altitude and proceeded down the 
cape. To my great amazement, the eagle was then attacked by two terns. Diving and 
twisting like Spitfires, they could do no more than cause the eagle to falter slightly in 
flight. Nonetheless, their action seemed to say "shame on you--get out of here, you big, 
bad bird". Meanwhile, we looked down upon the body of the beautiful, seemingly 
untouched Great Blue Heron, lying in the tall grass. 

The eagle has been revered since ancient times. St. John the Evangelist chose the 
eagle as a symbol reflecting his soaring spirit in his contemplation of Christ. Other 
evangelists, including St. Mark, St. Matthew and St. Luke also included the eagle among 
their symbols. The eagle of course, also holds a lofty position in the United States of 
America, being its national emblem. Not to be outdone, Cape Breton Island recently has 
had their "national" flag formally accepted. The eagle is front and centre on the flag, 
and the designer states that the eagle "represents dignity, strength, pride and beauty--all 
that is good in Cape Breton". I personally, tended to share these feelings. While salmon 
fishing in afternoons on the Margaree River, I would gaze in wonderment at as many of 
four or five eagles, mere specks in the sky, soaring at mountain top heights. In the 
early morning and before updrafts would allow soaring, an eagle would frequently be seen 
cruising the river at treetop level. A yacht cruise through the Boom area near 
Orangedale would not be complete without seeing at least one eagle. 

So, what was behind our Cape John eagle's behavior? It couldn't be just that he 
was having a 'bad day', as evidenced by the fear of all birds on previous visits of the 
eagle. Was he psychopathic? Should we be carrying our psych tests on all our eagles 
before we send them off to Uncle Sam? Would he have returned to partake of his kill, 
or has the eagle merrily changed his dietary habits? Possibly the loss of our fish stock 
might be a factor. It is of note that our own illustrious Robie Tufts in the first edition 
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of his book The Birds of Nova Scotia, had heard of only one occasion where an eagle 
attacked another bird, and this occurred when a Herring Gull strayed very close to an 
eagle's nest containing half grown eaglets. However, he does note the distinct liking of 
the eagle for chicken offal. Taverner in his book Travemer's Birds of Eastern Canada, 
does note that the eagle will on occasion depart from his fish diet, particularly when 
fish are not available, but cites no definite sighting of an eagle attacking a live bird. 
We now know that eagles thrive on carrion. Many of them check in at the Sheffield 
Mills Holiday Inn (a few kilometers from the late Dr. Tufts' home) each December for 
their winter's fare of chicken offal. 

Possibly one shouldn't be upset by the action of a single Bald Eagle. The eagle is 
a bird of prey after all. Noah chose to take him on the ark and we all know that 
nature can be very cruel at times. We can't chastise a single Hallaeeltus leucocephalus 
too severely for this action when the morning paper is full of felonies carried out by 
members of Homo sapiens! 

The Bald Eagle will continue to hold his revered position regardless of this account 
of "the eagle affair". In my personal estimation however, his reputation has been 
somewhat blemished. I secretly hope that our Cape John eagle was, in fact, 
psychopathic. However, if perchance he should soar too high and suffer the same fate 
as Icarus, son of Daedalus, who soared so high that the sun scorched his wings and he 
fell into the sea, I will not be too disturbed. In future, when I have occasion to 
contemplate the Bald Eagle, I will see the still body of a beautiful Great Blue Heron, 
lying in the tall grass of Cape John. 

Allan Eddy sent several photos of the development from 
juvenile to near-adult plumage of last winter's Red-headed 
Woodpecker in Truro. The prints were produced from his 
slides by photoditography and, as this one (taken in Jan. 
1995)shows, the technology gives very satisfactory results. 
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CONTRIBUTORS TO THE SANCTUARY AND SCHOLARSHIP TRUST FUND 

from May 1994 to June 1995 

A.nketell-lones, M. 
Carmichael, Estate of Hazel 
Chipman, Curtis 
Co-operators, The 
Coates, Evelyn 
Creighton, R. H .. J 
D'Entremont, Gisele 
Forbes, Katherine 
Fullerton, Sylvia 
Hebb, Ruth 
Jackson, Dr. J. R. 
Keddy, Keith 
Learmouth, Elizabeth 
MacDougall, Ruth 

McCarthy, Currie 
Meuller, Kerstin 
Murphy Cynthia 
Patterson, G. 
Pugsley, Margaret 
Rogers, Mildred 
Rosahn, Jean Wight 
Steele, Patricia 
Van Shaick, Sheila 
Walsh, Carolyn 
Whitman, Estate of Stewart 
Willms, C. 
Young, David 

THE PUFFIN TROPHY, 1994 

The trophy, offered annually by the Sanctuary and Scholarship Trust Fund to the 
Photographic Guild of Nova Scotia, was won last year by Lorris Keizer.· This photograph 
by Harry Crosman, of the Guild, shows our then President Bob Dickie, presenting the 
trophy and the little 'keeper' puffin to Lorrls at the Annual Dinner of the Guild. 
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SANCTUARY AND SCHOLARSHIP TRUST FUND 

TERNS - 1994 

Text and photos--Ken Gregoire 

In 1994 our efforts were concentrated on three islands. PETER ISLAND, owned by 
the Nova Scotia Bird Society, is located in Grand Passage between Brier and Long 
Island. The recent history of the tern colony on the island has been as follows. In 
1992 no terns fledged, in 1993 2-5 terns fledged. We had a warden on the Island In 
1993 to carry out gull nesting control under a strict permit issued by CWS. A sever!:l __ 
mid-summer storm destroyed the colony, but the birds re-nested and late June 200+ terns 
arrived but had little success. It was hoped that these birds would return In 1994, and 
an overflight on May 18 confirmed 200-300 terns, 85% Common, 15% Arctic and 2 pairs of 
Roseates. Again gull nesting was controlled under CWS permit, and a new colony of 
terns was established on the north side of the island. A July 16 visit produced 65 nests, 
with 30 chicks and much less predation in the new colony with its more conducive 
habitat. Brier Island resident Robert MacDormand, carried out island checks between our 
visits. Gull predation is still the main problem on Peter and without human intervention 
this tern colony would not exist, thus the need for local participation. 

GRASSY ISLAND is a small island near Big Tancook Island in Mahone Bay and is 
one of Nova Scotia's largest colonies with a population of 1000+ terns. The terns 
returned around May 18 and we placed Roseate shelters on May 22. Many of the 
Roseate shelters were made of driftwood and later the Department of Natural Resources 
added more. 

Transporting Roseate Tern shelter to Grassy Island 
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The topography of Grassy Island is very similar to the large Brother's Island--another 
large tern colony. A visit on June 15, showed 16 Roseate nests in the shelters and 40 
Roseates airborne along with 320+ nests of 80% Common and 20% Arctic. A disturbing 
find on the same visit were 2 piles of tern eggs, 26 in one and 24 in the other, which 
were hidden in the brush, indicating the colony was being egged. The colony did well 
despite the egging and human intrusion and on July 20, it was observed from the boat, 
that the shoreline of the small island was covered with young terns. 

WESTHAVER'S Is a small island in Mahone Bay which has not had a tern colony 
for over 10 years. The survey in 1982 by Tony Locke, showed 6-8 adult Roseates 
present but gull predation and human disturbance resulted in abandonment of the colony. 
On June 7, 1994, 48 nests were found with 1 pair of Roseates; one week later 62 nests 
with one nest having 4 eggs. The colony kept expanding, and on June 18, there were 82 
nests and 3 pairs of Roseates with the final count being 148 nests. On July 20, we 
counted 60 juvenile terns on the west side of Westhaver's. The last tern departed on 
September 7, which concluded a most successful year for this colony. Two interesting 
questions about this colony are, "Where did these birds come from?", and "Why the 
continuing increase In the size of the colony through June?" The colony started on the 
west side and gradually encompassed the island. Possibly human disturbance on Grassy 
Island was responsible. One sad note was the discovery of 2 Kingfisher fledglings near 
the entrance to their burrow. They appeared to have been pecked to death by terns. 

Roseate Tern shelters made from boxes and from driftwood. 

The success of the Mahone Bay tern colonies was due to favourable weather and 
abundant food supply, coupled with constant patrol and monitoring. It is hard to give 
precise numbers of these colonies because of the very. short visits necessary to keep the 
disruption time to a minimum. 

In talking with Ted D'Eon concerning the Brother's Islands, gull predation destroyed 
the tern colony on the smaller island. On the remaining island nocturnal abandonment 
due to a Snowy Owl combined with cold, foggy weather resulted in only 10% of the eggs 
hatching and few, if any chicks fledged. Thus, it would seem that the _maintenanc~ of 
several core colonies will be the only way to preserve terns In Nova Scotia. A combmed 
effort of local public Involvement, Department of Natural Resources, and CWS should 
provide the effort necessary to protect tern colonies. 
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Roseate Tern eggs 

It can be seen that the Roseate Tern egg on the right is larger and more pointed 
than the other. 

I woul.d like to thank Virginia Tudor and Robert MacDormand, both of Brier Island, 
along with CWS, Sackville. A special thank you to David Currie who endured many 
hours of sotne difficult flying and boating, and without whose help these results would 
not have been attained. 



50 

A NEW FALCONER? 

In February Peter Serwylo spoke to our meeting at the Museum. His 
topic was "Wildlife Control on Airfields." To illustrate his talk he showed 
slides, but also brought along "Huey", a cross-bred Gryfalcon/Prairie 
Falcon/Peregrine Falcon. Huey behaved beautifully, both with and without his 
hood and after the meeting posed with several thrilled members. Here he is 
on the arm of an admiring Bernice Moores. 
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'J'HE GREAT VICTORIAN PARROT COUNT 

We count birds at Christmas, birds in breeding season and Shorebirds on migration. 
A different kind of count goes on in the state of Victoria in Australia. There they 
count Parrots. (The Age in the following article is the name of the newspaper) 

The Age and the Gould League want all Victorians to take part in an important and 
unusual census: the first Great Victorian Parrot Count. 

In recent years, large numbers of parrots, mainly Rainbow Lorikeets and Eastern 
Rosellas and Galahs, have returned to Melbourne suburbs, attracted by the increasing 
number of native gardens. 

Sadly, other parrots such as the Orange-bellied Parrot--once abundant around Altona 
and Williamstown--seem to be in rapid decline. 

The Great Victorian Parrot Count will help find the reasons for parrot population 
fluctuations, confirm anecdotal evidence of a link between habitat and bird numbers, and 
ultimately may save endangered parrots. 

On Tuesday next week, The Age will publish a full-color poster of the 11 parrot 
species that the Gould League wants Victorians to pinpoint. Wednesday's Age will have 
a grid in which people should record their observations, and which should be sent to the 
Gould League. 

The parrot count follows the success of Dolphin Watch, which The Age ran with the 
Port Phillip Bay Dolphin Research Project in January this year. 

A Gould League spokesman, Mr. Jim Grant, said the count was the first attempt to 
involve the public in mapping Victoria's parrot population. 

"We have an absence of information, and hope an on-going count will help us find 
out what benefits birds, and what knocks them about," he said. 

Mr. Grant said loss of shrubs and seeding grasses from the cities and suburbs had 
caused a decline in the number of small seed-eating parrots around the city and suburbs. 

But parrots that lived on pollen and nectar, such as Rainbow Lorikeets, were doing 
well. Recently, Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoos were being spotted in the towns, having 
fled the drought-effected regions of central Victoria. 

-The Age, October 25, 1994. 

The following photographs of the parrots counted were taken by Peter and Linda 
Payzant on their trip to Australia. 
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RAINBOW LORIKEET 

LITTLE CORELLAS 
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SCARLET ROSELLA 

SULPHUR-CRESTED COCKATOO 
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AUSTRALIAN KING PARROT 

AND, AS A CONTRAST--BACK TO CANADA ..• 

Sable Island's second Mountain Bluebird, here perched 
prettily on a meteorological instrument, was 
photographed Feb. 1, 1995 by Andrew Macfarlane. 



October: the Sparrow Month. 
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AN IMAGINARY FIELD TRIP 
with spell-check help 

It is at this time that a great variety of sparrows, both rare and common, are 
encountered, especially on offshore islands. Using our 'spell check' to make sure all is 
well, we offer the following Field Trip account. 

Sparrows are all over the place as we start our day. We begin by walking down a 
woodland trail where we see some small birds hopping in the middle of the road, 
belabouring each other with their wings and bills. These are Whipping Sparrows, common 
in some parts of the province. Occasionally another species of sparrow joins the fray, 
breaking up the fight feet first in a most aggressive manner--the Sharp-nailed Sparrow 
for sure. 

Passing by this skirmish, the track takes us past a low, somewhat sinister, boggy 
area. There we find the underworld of the sparrow species, the Nark Sparrows, the 
Black-sinned Sparrows and the Bad-mans Sparrow, the Pox Sparrow and of course, the 
Louse Sparrows. 

As we hurriedly leave this terrain, we spot a common bird more often detected by 
smell rather than by sound or sight. It is of course, the Pong Sparrow , looking in vain 
for a bird bath. 

Coming now to open country, we should see the Laird's Sparrow (which belongs to 
the landowner) and the Free Sparrow (which doesn't). Next we see some work going on 
in a field--some sparrows are working-- the Wage Sparrow is totaling up the hours while 
the Stamp Sparrows are flattening the grass, ready to be harvested by the Grasschopper 
Sparrows. 

Leaving the countryside, the path slopes down to the beach, where sadly we find a 
White-drowned Sparrow on the sand. However, we do feel more cheerful at seein,2 a 
couple ·of Alive Sparrows· in -the dunes, together with some Husky Seaside Sparrows. 

Our trip is drawing to a close and we head for home, leaving the field to the 
appropriately named Yield Sparrow. 

--JSC 
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A strange marsh bird? Actually, this is a female Purple Martin, 
resting among cattails on Sable Island, May 31, 1995. 

High winds and lashing rain on May 30, 1995, disrupted several 
duck broods on Sable Island and isolated ducklings were found 
walking in the dunes, where they were vulnerable to gulls. 
This female Am. Black Duck had produced .11 young, but after the 
storm only these 5 remained. Photo Ian McLaren. 
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BIRDING IN MALAYSIA 

Christopher Helleiner 

Malaysia is a country of equatorial rain forests, with diverse habitats all the way 
from sea level to over 4000 meters. It includes the southern part of the Malay 
Peninsula, and (about 1000 kilometers to the east, across the South China Sea) the 
north-western part of the island of Borneo. I spent two months there last year, most of 
the time teaching in a suburb of the capital, Kuala Lumpur, but also taking a couple of 
weeks' holiday in several. parts of the country, including a few days in Borneo. I'm a 
keen and experienced birder, and by the end of my stay I had a list of 71 species. 
What, you say? Only 71? The checklist for Peninsular Malaysia alone has around 650 
species, with quite a few more in Borneo! How lazy can you get ? What missed 
opportunities! 

Let me try to explain. Birding is not very well developed in Malaysia. The only 
birders I encountered were a couple of Canadian bird-bums at a nature reserve near KL. 
My students-sophisticated well-to-do university students--were puzzled by my morning 
activities, and when I told them what I was looking for, they said "You have to go to 
the zoo--you'll see nothing here except sparrows and pigeons." Some of them thought 
my binoculars were an odd kind of camera. So, I was all on my own, with four quite 
good books to help. (A co-author of the most comprehensive of them is Ben King, who 
runs King Bird Tours to various parts of Asia). It was like being a teenager again, 
learning the birds for the first time. 

I used to go out every day at dawn and wander around the residential streets and 
parks--slowly, because it was very warm and extremely humid. Many of the birds were 
quite hard to see; even in suburban gardens the trees were extremely dense, and unless 
a bird happened to perch on a wire or a stub, no amount of staring into a tree was 
productive. However, once I got to know some of their sounds and habits, things began 
to fall into place. Take the Great Koe!, for example. I had been hearing a raucous 
shrieking every day about an hour before sunrise: "Koo-ee, koo-ee, kee,kee ... ", on and 
on, from all sides. Then one day I got a fairly good look at a long-tailed brown bird, 
about twice the size of a Blue Jay. Its aspect suggested some kind of cuckoo, and the 
books seemed to confirm my guess: a female Great Koe!. The male, according to the 
book was jet black all over. A few days later I did see the big black creature, chasing 
a female, and uttering the familiar, mysterious shriek: "Koo-ee, koo-ee". I had a very 
satisfying sense of "Ah-ha!". The sound and the bird's appearance had been linked. 

Like the Koe!, some birds could be slotted into categories fairly easily. 
Woodpeckers, kingfishers, swifts and doves were clearly just what they seemed. The 
Oriental Hobby (a brightly coloured falcon a bit smaller than a Peregrine) and the 
White-bellied Sea Eagle were not difficult. Bee-eaters, quite often seen from my office 
window, darting about like overgrown Barn Swallows, resembled the ones I had seen in 
Southern Europe. There were, however, two quite similar species, one on its wintering 
grounds, which stayed around until mid-April, to be replaced by the other species from 
the other side of the equator. It isn't easy to understand why there should be these 
seasonal migrations in a part of the world that is eternally hot and wet. 

On the other hand, there were groups of birds which were completely new to me. 
Even their names were puzzling. Bulbuls, ioras, barbets, mesias, drongos--what were 
they? I found out gradually. The Yellow-vented Bulbul was the commonest song-bird 
around town, but most of the bulbuls in the forests were rather dingy brown birds that I 
could never confidently identify. The Coppersmith Barbet usually stayed hidden in the 
depths of a tree, but what a vivid sight it was when it chose to show itself. Actually, 
it was quite common; its monotonous "Boop-boop-boop", like someone hammering on a 
piece of metal could be heard all over the place. 

Generally the lowland rain-forest seldom seemed to have much in the way of birds. 
One could walk for hours along a trail, hear very little and see almost nothing. What 
birds there were usually stayed hidden in the crowns of the broad-leaved evergreens, 
forty or fifty meters up. At higher elevations things were more interesting. A few days 
in the Cameron Highlands (2000-3000 meters, cool and damp, with tea, strawberry and 
vegetable plantations, as well as less dense forests) provided a whole new set of 
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challenges. Six weeks, and I'd make some inroads on the identification problems there, 
too. 

Obviously there are knowledgable birders in Malaysia. After all, they wrote the 
books I used. Another time I would try to make contact with them. If I could spend a 
few months in one of the resort areas in Peninsular Malaysia or Borneo, I would like to 
become thoroughly familiar with the birds, and perhaps offer my services to the folks 
;TO~ Kl.. and Singap?rn who go the,e for tl.O\idays. l'm SUie filal\'y ()\ \\\e_\'(\ ~m\l\c\ 11)\~ 
mtngued br the vanety of beauty of the bird life around them. In the process I'd be 
able to claim more than a paltry ten per cent of the species to be seen there. 

This puzzling warbler is a first-spring male Blackpoll, 
unusually retarded in its molt to full adult plumage. 
Photographed by Ian McLaren on Sable Island, May 25, 1995. 

Last winter's Carolina Wren in Truro was photographically 
documented by Francis Spalding. 
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NEWS FLASH!!! 

June S, 8:15 a.m., two Junco parents by our back steps, feeding a baby in juvenile 
plumage--its first steps out of the nest, we' re sure. It soon disappeared in grass at the 
edge of the yard, but 2 more came out, were fed apple blossoms, and picked (pecked) 
with their parents in sawdust for ?bugs? and then disappeared and not seen since--they 
were so tiny and so cute. We believe the nest was under a lilac bush against the 
house, but haven't gone to look--we had no idea things were so advanced! 

We were so thrilled that Sid saw #1 and then we got to see the others venturing 
out one by one. I'm happy too, to say the little ones' manners were excellent! We 
will not go near the nest site in case they may return to it for the nights. Does anyone 
know if they do? 

Betty June & Sid Smith, 
Barrington, N.S. 

I thought that I would bring you up to date on the Hermit Thrush that appeared on 
our feeder on February 5th. It has stayed with us for sixty-five days at this writing, 
usually showing up moments after I put the first feeding of mealworms out. Incidently, 
it consumes six to ten worms per visit, but on cold mornings I have seen it bolt fifteen, 
and once, eighteen worms in a row. It does take currants and Mynabird pellets, but in a 
desultory manner when the preferred item has run out. It also takes a surprising 
quantity of "budgie" millet and canary seed. 

Its injured right leg was rebroken during the ice storm on February 28th to March 
Is_t. The bird was terribly bedraggled and supporting itself by "tenting" with its right 
wmg dragging on the ground and the injured leg tucked up, just as it had been in early 
February. I frankly despaired of its recovery. Fortunately its appetite had paid off in 
that it was a much stronger bird physically than it had been on its first appearance. 

Seeing it foraging now, or dashing across the lawn makes it hard to believe that 
the bird had been injured in any way at all! It brings home to me again that a delicate 
wild bird is an oxymoron, and that this thrush has survived conditions that a human 
couldn't have endured overnight. In return for a few mealworms it has given us hours 
of entertainment, and admittedly some distress, but it helped to make February and 
March pass with unusual speed. 

Our resident birds are back, and we often see Song and Fox Sparrows on the lawn 
or feeder with the Hermit Thrush. There are many similarities in their plumage but 
their behavior is so different that they can be sorted out at a glance. We last saw the 
thrush on the Easter weekend. 

Ted and Mary Lou Dalgleish, 
Beaverbank, N.S. 
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· SANCTUARY AND SCHOLARSHIP TRUST FUND 

... Some photographs taken by Ruth Ballem of last September's Youth Field Trip to 
Crescent Beach with members of the. Baccalaureate class at Parkvlew School. 

Getting started: Leaders John Cohrs, Shirley Cohrs and Bill Caudle with some of the 
students 

At the lunch break at Rlsser's Park. Teacher John MacKay and leaders Eric Cooke, 
Bill Caudle and John Cohrs. 
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FIELD TRIP REPORTS 

April 15 - Eastern Shore, Martinique Beach 

Twenty people showed up on this fine Saturday; others may have been dissuaded by 
gloomy weather forecasts. We started at Conrad Beach, where the highlights were an 
early Tree Swallow and a quiet pair of Piping Plovers. As we left, a pretty flock of 
Black-headed and Ring-billed Gulls snatched tidbits from the tumultuous, high-tide inflow 
under the parking lot bridge, and a passing Glaucous Gull reminded us that spring Is 
always gradual here. We drove rather quickly along the shore road, content to tick 
robins and red-wings from the moving cars, and stopping for such sights as the 650 
American Black Ducks and other waterfowl massed in Chezzetcook Inlet. We reached 
Martinique Beach before noon, and walked its length. It was not very birdy, with just a 
handful of skittish Ipswich Sparrows in the dunes, but we did find three approachable 
Canada Geese and an early Pectoral Sandpiper at the end of the beach. · On the way 
home, some of us stopped at Sullivan's Pond to add the lingering female Tufted Ducks 
and Hooded Merganser. With these, we reached 48 species for the day. 

Ian McLaren. 

April 23 - Wolfville Area 

Light showers and a cloudy sky greeted twenty participants gathered at the Robie 
Tufts Nature Centre in Wolfville. The slight possibility of seeing a Short-eared Owl on 
the Wolfvllle dykes (it had been seen there the previous evening) enticed us there. first 
but there was no owl to be seen. Undaunted, we headed to the sewage ponds in Port 
Williams which had been productive of late and happily enjoyed close views of a 
beautiful male Northern Shoveler, three Lesser Scaup (one a female), a male Ring-necked 
Duck, Mallards, Red-winged Blackbirds and more than a dozen Tree Swallows. 

Van Nostrand's pond, at Starr's Point, hosted a pair of Bufflehead while Canning 
Aboiteau contained around 100 Canada Geese and an handful of Greeen-winged Teal. 
Minas Basin, from a viewpoint of Kingsport, yielded Double-crested Cormorants, and 
Scoters--Black and White-winged-while the Red-throated Loons of the previous day were 
nowhere to be seen in the fast-ebbing tide of the Basin. The day was distinctly cool 
and breezy, and although the sun had appeared by this time, we sought a sheltered area 
for our lunch break and headed for Canning's riverside park. En route, several Flickers 
were flushed beside the road, an active Raven's nest was passed, and an interesting 
gathering of Bald Eagles, mostly first and second year birds, were observed 'draped' in 
trees adjoining a chicken barn in Habitant, where poultry carcasses could be observed in 
a heap behind the barn-tasty morsels indeed for these birds of prey. 

Following lunch a visit to Harris' pond in Canning produced eight male American 
Wigeon, Black and Mallard Ducks, including one rather drab Mallard-Black hybrid Swamp 
and Chipping Sparrows. Our trek to Canard poultry pond paid off with first spring 
si?htings of two male Blue-winged Teal, another male Ring-necked Duck, many Green
wmged Teal and Black Ducks whose numbers have been increasing almost daily there 
since the ice left the pond. One Barn Swallow and almost two dozen Tree Swallows 
skimmed the surface of the water or whirled over our heads seeking insects chattering as 
they flew-such a welcome spring sound. 

An attempt to find an adult White-crowned Sparrow at a feeder in Port Williams 
was fruitless, so at this juncture most participants decided to end their birding day. 
However, four hardy souls opted to continue on with more birding and we headed to 
Wolfville sewage ponds to see a pair of Glaucous Gulls and six Iceland Gulls. Our last 
effort was to Bishop's pond near Black Rock Lake, where standing in rubber boots on the 
swampy edge of the pond, five of us revelled In the sound of winnowing Snipe all around 
us, watched three Ring-necked Ducks (two males) only a few hundred feet from us, 
swimming among the pond vegetation while visibly searching for the reported occupants 
of the pond--Hooded Mergansers. The sudden appearance of an adult Broad-winged Hawk 
soaring for a few minutes in view brought a welcome distraction and pleasure doubled 
when Bernice spotted three male and one female Hooded Mergansers where earlier we 
had seen Ring-necks. It was a most satisfying way to end, our day. Our final tally was 
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fifty species. 

Judy Tufts 

April 30 - Amherst Point --no report received 

May 6 - Eastern Shore --no report received 

May 13 - Spring A.rrivals, Point Edward, C.B. 

The faithful Herring Gulls and Rock Doves greeted our group of nine birdwatchers 
around Sydney River at 8:00 a.m. One birder had already seen a pheasant! It was 
cloudy and foggy, with cold, raw winds blowing off the ice at the mouth of Sydney 
Harbour. We therefore drove straight to Setchell 's Field, sighting a loon along the way. 

Once in the shelter of the woods, John McKay, Nancy More and Walter MacKinnon 
proceeded to do the N.S., North American Migration Count. Following them at a 
distance, we (Gwen Gulind, Jackie Ingraham, Donald Robb, Pauline and Jim Siteman, 
Jackie Chretien) observed and/or heard: House Sparrows, Song Sparrows, Grackles, 
Robins, a Great Blue Heron, White-throated Sparrows, American Goldfinches, Juncos, a 
Red-winged Blackbird, chickadees, Starlings, Crows, Bluejays, Common Flickers, Savannah 
Sparrows, Purple Finches, Iceland Gulls and a Yellow-rumped Warbler. 

At Crawley's Creek, separate groups followed each side of the trail along the creek 
and added Kingfishers, Boreal Chickadees, Golden-crowned Kinglets and Black-backed 
Gulls to the list. 

In Edwardsville, all the cars stopped to let a solitary Mourning Dove leisurely cross 
the road. A Hairy Woodpecker, Tree Swallows and some Palm Warblers were seen 
shortly after. Further up the road, our attention was drawn to a multitude of Bluejays 
screeching and flying into the woods in an extremely agitated manner. Their cries lead 
us to a Broad-winged Hawk killing a Bluejay with which it flew away, upon our arrival. 
Our group in turn became even more excited when we observed a Red-tailed Hawk, then 
a Northern Harrier and finally a Sharp-shinned Hawk circling overhead. Afterwards, a 
strange bird appeared in the brush ... and a great debate began. Was it a Mockingbird? A 
Shrike? out came the scope. It was a Bluejay! Wisely, Wally suggested we have 
lunch. Most of us didn't see any more birds as we counted our sandwiches! 

Later, under a sunny sky, we wandered down an old farm lane. 
were two Mallards, a Grouse drumming and a Ruby-crowned Kinglet. 
that we agreed that the "Bird of the Day" was the White-throated 
everywhere! 

The new sightings 
It was also there 
Sparrow. It was 

As we proceeded along Shore Road, towards Campbell's Hill, the feeders provided 
us with Pine Siskins, Evening Grosbeaks, Ravens and a very large flock of American 
Goldfinches. The harbour side gave us new sightings of a mature and an immature Bald 

Eagle, a Greater Yellowlegs, Red-breasted Mergansers, Black Ducks, a Ring-billed Gull 
and Black-headed Gulls. 

At around four o'clock, the distant cry of the Loon seemed to signal the grand 
finale of a rewarding day of birdwatching during which we identified 48 species and 883 
individuals. 

Jacqueline Chretien 
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May 14 - Lunenburg County 

It was a beautiful day for the Lunenburg County field trip and it was also Mother's 
Day. Only nine people went birding--either they were not mothers or the children have 
left home and province!! 

The route was changed slightly from last year and the trip was also two weeks 
earlier. In addition we think the · bird population as a whole is on a decline. We only 
saw 4B species, not a record-breaking achievement. The good bird of the day was a 
Ruby-throated Hummingbird,-Mid-May, it was in hurry to get to where it had to be, so 
it was seen by only a few, BUT it was seen. Nellie Snyder was the first with a 
positive identification. A Snipe was displaying and put on a show for us. 

A number of other birds were heard in the distance, but definite names could not 
be agreed upon so they never made it to the list. Notably absent from the list were 
some of the warblers. The experts told us it was an early spring but the birds do not 
dance to a meterological drummer, they have their own. Perhaps next year things will 
be back to normal--the regular times, and we hope a better ending. 

Bill Caudle 
Chris Ross 

May 17 - Early Morning Warbler Walk, Prospect Road 

Thirteen of us gathered, just after dawn, in the parking lot at the Bay Road end of 
the Prospect Road. At least one of us heard an Ovenbird there, along with the Song 
Sparrows, White-throats, Yellow-rumps and Purple Finches. Then we all eagerly drove to 
Goodwood and walked in the NSLP road which begins where the old St. Margaret's Bay 
road enters the woods. It was grey, cloudy and raw--northeast winds, as for the past 
two weeks, blowing to us the ambience of Gulf of St. Lawrence pack ice. True, a 
watery sun appeared occasionally, but it generated little warmth. 

The woods birds were quiet: the bug-eaters, anyway. Of spring warblers we found 
few species, but great numbers of Yellow-rumps. Besides these, there were Paruta, 
Black-throated Green, Black-and-White, and the Solitary Vireo. No Cape Mays, no Bay
breasteds, no Blackburnians, no Palm, no Redstart, and so on. Our day was made by 
other birds--principally the finch family. We did encounter Ruffed Grouse, stalking 
through the undergrowth and drumming, and wonderfully warbling Winter Wrens--but 
didn't SEE any. The finches, the kinglets and the chickadees made up for the rest. 
They came right out on the tops of the trees, and displayed their spring finery and 
beautiful songs for all. A family of White-winged Crossbills ate their breakfaast as they 
sang--the male on top of the tree, the female and her already well-developed young just 
b~low. Purple Finches sang on the wing, descending for all the world like skylarks; 
Pme Grosbeaks gambolled in the spruce tops, singing like giant goldfinches; Siskins 
shrieked, whistled and wickered from high above and from the bushes at our feet. 
Golden-crowned Kinglets gave their high spring song all they had, and the Ruby-crowns 
scolded us, sang their gorgeous trills, and showed us their brilliant head patches as they 
moved frantically from branch to branch. A Hermit Thrush. busv in the undergrowth, 
chucked at us but gave us no bells; we heard no _ Swainson's either. We wi:itched a huge 
Loon sail majestically by on Big Indian Lake, and some of us saw some Common 
Mergansers fly by. A group of six Boreal Chickadees flew right among us, scrapping and 
wheezing. 

The road was dry, the talk was fine, and although we returned somewhat cold, 
there was not a blackfly to be seen. 

Fred Dobson 

May 19-22 - Bon Portage Island 

Nine eager people were on time at the Prospect Point wharf in Shag Harbour for a 
pleasant boat ride to the island. By nightfall light rain had started and it became 
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heavy, stopping sometime in the early morning hours. Thus, perfect conditions existed 
for bird migration and we were not disappointed as the next morning warblers were 
everywhere. They were tired and hungry and easily approachable to within a few feet. 
Food was plentiful so that by the afternoon they were again energized and withdrew into 
the forest. In total 72 species were seen on Saturday. A late Harlequin Duck, an 
Eastern Phoebe and a Black-billed Cuckoo were seen by most of the party but a House 
Wren and Blue-winged Warbler were each recorded by only one observer. 

Pmo;~er wonde_rtul balmy day was experienced on Sund.a~. 1\:rree ooat\Qac\~ (){ \oc.a\ 
people v1s1ted the island and appeared to have a good time. Some had never been on 
Bon Portage before!! As for birds their numbers dwindled with only a few new arrivals. 
The star of the day was a male Scarlet Tanager which when first discovered, was 
p~rched on a rock close to the path, too tired to flee. Naturally the discoverers were 
w1:thout a ca~era! L~ter the bird was found again and by the late evening was enjoying 
himself feedmg vorac10usly on the seaweed 'wrack'. . It was still there the next day.· 

Several .male and female Indigo Buntings fed along the paths and near the dock and 
could be studied at length. The rarity of the day was a Worm-eating Warbler which 
unfortunately could not be relocated after being found by the two bird-banding students 
near the north end. We were able to add 14 species to the trip list, bringing our two
day total to 86. 

After a rather late night around the bonfire, everyone was a bit later arising. 
Birds were indeed scarce, which reflected the calmness of the nights, not conducive to 
migrants. Nevertheless, the day was again pleasant and although the fog threatened 
several times, by the time our boat arrived around 3:00 p.m., it had cleared off. For 
the entire period hawks and shorebirds were noticeable by their absence. Only 2-3 were 
seen of each group. Two species were added on Monday bringing the weekend total to 
86. 

Angus MacLean 

May 21 - Hopewell Field Trip 

Spring seemed to be having a siesta until the Brennan's Annual Field Trip--the day 
began sunny. A number of feathered friends must have arrived over the past night to 
greet the twenty or so participants who arrived from Pictou, Colchester and Halifax 
Counties. After car pooling at the St. Columbia Church, we made our way to the big 
marsh near Lorne Station, where we were greeted with the first Yellow Warblers and 
Common Yellow-throat.s for the year for many of us. American Bittern pumped, Snipe 
winnowed overhead and the marsh was alive with Swamp Sparrows and Red-winged 
Blackbirds. The highlight however, was probably the male Northern Harrier that put on 
quite a show, giving everyone close and long looks. Stops on the way out of the marsh 
produced a few more warblers--Northern Waterthrush and Cape May, to name a couple. 

At the next stop on the Millstream Road, Least Flycatchers were vocal as we made 
our way up a hill to view a Saw-whet Owl with young in one of Harry's nest boxes. 
Warblers encountered while looking a Saw-whets included Black-throated Green, Black 
and White, Ovenbird and Chestnut-sided. 

On the way to Centredale, a hilltop stop over a pasture enable us to view all four 
swallow species plus Chimney Swift and Bobolink. At Centredale, Harry led us to a 

Pileated Woodpecker nest hole and with a little scratch to the tree trunk a head 
appeared at the entrance. A short piece away a Barred Owl was viewed on a limb close 
to a nest box. 

To those who remained, the mid-afternoon was spent exploring roads off the Lorne
Trafalgar Highway. 

A real treat was a young Great Horned Owl on a nesting platform being closely 
supervised by both parent owls a short distance away. Black-throated Blue Warbler 
called in the location. Nashville and Palm Warblers as well as Kestrel and Merlin were 
added before the trip broke up at about 4:00 p.m. About 80 species were tallied and I 
think everyone was thrilled to get such rare looks at the three owl species. Thanks so 
very much to the Brennans for the effort not only of the day but also the hours spent 
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putting up and checking nest boxes to ensure the success of the field trip. 

Ken McKenna 

May 27 - Hants County Field Trip 

Margaret organizing the trip 

A sunny warm day with hordes of black flies greeted the seventeen birders at 
Mount Uniacke crossing. The Uniacke property is undergoing a radical change. 
Hopefully when the trails are completed there will be easier access to areas that were 
difficult to cover before. Thirty-eight species of birds were seen or heard on the 
Uniacke grounds including a pair of nesting loons .along the lake. 

Chestnut-sided Warblers and American Redstarts obligingly sang and flitted along: 
the roadway displaying their beautiful colours. 

The Northern Waterthrush sang from its perch on top of a spruce tree as we have 
come to expect in that area. Plleated Woodpeckers and Pine Grosbeaks were also at the 
same stop. A favourite bird of the forest, the White-throated Sparrow, was heard at 
\ust ll.bout every stol), 

The Rose-breasted Grosbeaks were not seen in the usual areas but an invitation to 
visit a family, the Sprimgers, gave us the best sighting of a number of species, especially 
the male Rose-breasted Grosbeak at a hanging feeder. Lots of Evening Grosbeaks, 
American Goldfinch, Purple Finch, Pine Siskin, Red-breasted Nuth_1.ttc)1, Tree __ and Barn 
Swallows were taking full advantage of the many feeding stations and nesting areas. 
Even a Savannah Sparrow was seen on the driveway. Here too, we saw and heard the 
first Bobolinks of the day. 
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Since the provincial park at Smiley's Interval had not yet opened, we carried our 
lunches to the picnic tables lined along the road Inside the park _gat_e. An immature Bald 
Eagle flew over in time to be included in our check list. An adult bird was seen later. 

Lunch at Smiley's 

Flycatchers were scarce, only the Alder and Least; many warblers were not 
recorded either. However, It was heartening to tally 77 species, more than we've been 
able to do In the last five years, credit the expertise of the birders involved! 

Margaret Clark 

May 28 - Shubenacadie Area --no report received. 
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